From the Rules, Regulations, Policies, Procedures, and Operating Guidelines of the Mobile, AL Fire-Rescue Dept.


Driving Protocol

Driving Codes

Code I
“Normal” driving.  No warning devices activated.  Obey all traffic laws.

Code II
Same as Code III but without siren use.  Limited use is authorized: During “no traffic, no pedestrian” conditions usually found late night/early morning, particularly in residential areas.

Code III
Emergency driving for rapid response.  Visual and audible warning devices activated.  Code III response does not relieve the driver of a Mobile Fire-Rescue vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor does it protect the driver from the consequences of reckless disregard for safety of others.

Emergency Response Driving (Code II & Code III)

Mobile Fire-Rescue emergency vehicle drivers engaged in emergency response:

1. May exceed the maximum posted speed limits so long as they do not endanger life or property.
2. May proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down - or stopping - as may be necessary for safe operation.
3. May pass other emergency vehicles if they have received permission/acknowledgment from that vehicle on the radio.
4. May disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in specified directions.
5. May park or stand wherever necessary.
6. Shall stop at railroad crossings

Reverting From Code III to Code I Response

Mobile Fire-Rescue emergency vehicle drivers responding Code III shall revert to Code I response whenever:

1. Directed to do so by Fire Alarm
2. Directed to do so by the I.C.
3. The first-arriving fire suppression unit at a residential fire alarm reports “nothing visible”




Procedure for Exiting Quarters

Effective upon receipt of this order, using remote control devices for closing apparatus room doors upon leaving quarters is strictly prohibited.  The procedure for exiting quarters under all conditions shall be as follows:

1. Company officer will station a guide person outside the overhead door who will signal to the apparatus driver that the overhead door is fully open and is stationary.

2. Apparatus then proceeds from quarters.

3. Guide person will signal to the driver when apparatus is clear of overhead door, at which time the Driver will stop the apparatus.

4. Guide person will then close the overhead door using wall controls only.

5. Guide person, if part of company, will then board the apparatus, which may proceed.

6. This order applies to all emergency response vehicles except cars, light pick-up trucks, and ARFF vehicles.


Backing A Vehicle

Purpose

The purpose of this Operating Guideline is to avoid preventable accidents through the use of a standardized backing procedure.

Vehicle Backing

1. Backing of fire department vehicles should be avoided whenever possible.  Where backing is required, a spotter shall be used for all vehicles.  An additional spotter may be used when vehicles must negotiate turns with restrictive side clearances and where height clearances are uncertain.  In this event, the spotter on the driver’s side will be the primary spotter.

2. When the vehicle is manned by only the driver, he/she shall attempt to utilize any available fire department personnel to act as spotters.  Where no personnel are available to assist, the vehicle driver shall make a complete 360-degree survey of the area around his/her vehicle to determine if any obstructions are present, prior to backing the vehicle.

3. The spotter will discuss the backing plan with the driver before proceeding.  The communication and warning process will be agreed upon prior to backing.  When backing, the spotter should be located off the left rear corner.  The vehicle shall not be backed until the spotter is in position and communicates approval to start backing.

4. Spotter will remain visible to the driver.  If the driver loses sight of the spotter at any time, the vehicle shall be stopped immediately.  Backing will resume when the spotter is visible.  The spotter shall not ride on the tailboard or side of the vehicle at any time.

5. When vehicles must be backed where other vehicle traffic exists, the vehicle's emergency lights (if equipped with such lights) shall be operating.  Whenever necessary, personnel shall be assigned to traffic control, unless the company officer deems it to be unsafe to do so.


Backing Signals


· Come Straight Back

Both hands above the head with palm toward face, waving back with hands and arms.

· Prepare To Stop

Both hands above head with palms facing in, indicating approximate distance remaining.


· Stop

Both arms crossed above head.

· Turn

Both arms pointing the same direction with index fingers extended. (Driver will advise the spotter which way the turn will be made. The spotter then assists the driver in backing vehicle. The driver's intentions must be verbally communicated to the spotter prior to backing.)

Night Backing

Signals will be the same. The spotter will assure that the spotlights on rear of the vehicle are turned on before allowing the vehicle to be backed.  A flashlight may be carried, but at no time will it be directed toward the mirror.

Responsibilities

The company officer will ensure that all crewmembers are properly trained in this procedure.

General Rules
1. Shall utilize safety belts when operating or riding in City vehicles.

2. Shall remove from service any vehicle or equipment found to be unsafe, reporting it to their supervisor.

3. Shall not back up fire-rescue apparatus until a member is at the rear to direct.  In situations where a member is unavailable, the driver shall take reasonable precautions to ensure he can safely back up.
