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8-1541

Chapter 8.--AUTOMOBILES AND OTHER VEHICLES
Article 15.--UNIFORM ACT REGULATING TRAFFIC; RULES OF THE ROAD

8-1541. Pedestrians must yield right-of-way to authorized Emergency
Vehicle. (a) Upon the immediate approach of an authorized Emergency Vehicle
making use of an audible signal meeting the requirements of subsection (d) of K.S.A. 8-
1738 and visual signals meeting the requirements of K.S.A. 8-1720, or of a police
vehicle properly and lawfully making use of an audible signal only, every pedestrian
shall yield the right-of-way to the authorized Emergency Vehicle.

(b) This section shall not relieve the driver of an authorized Emergency Vehicle
from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway
nor from the duty to exercise due care to avoid colliding with any pedestrian.

History: L. 1974, ch. 33, § 8-1541; July 1.

8-1520a

Chapter 8.--AUTOMOBILES AND OTHER VEHICLES
Article 15.--UNIFORM ACT REGULATING TRAFFIC; RULES OF THE ROAD

8-1520a. Unlawful passing of stopped Emergency Vehicle. (a) The driver of a
vehicle shall not overtake and pass another vehicle when approaching within 100 feet
of a stationary authorized Emergency Vehicle on a highway that consists of two lanes
carrying traffic in opposite directions, when the authorized Emergency Vehicle is
making use of visual signals meeting the requirements of K.S.A. 8-1720, and
amendments thereto, or subsection (d) of K.S.A. 8-1722, and amendments thereto.

(b) From and after the effective date of this act, and prior to July 1, 2001, a law
enforcement officer shall issue a warning citation to anyone violating the provisions of
subsection (a).

(c) This section shall be part of and supplemental to the uniform act regulating
traffic on highways.

History: L. 2000, ch. 179, 8 1; July 1.
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8-1520a

Chapter 8.--AUTOMOBILES AND OTHER VEHICLES
Article 15.--UNIFORM ACT REGULATING TRAFFIC; RULES OF THE ROAD

8-1520a. Unlawful passing of stopped Emergency Vehicle. (a) The driver of a
vehicle shall not overtake and pass another vehicle when approaching within 100 feet
of a stationary authorized Emergency Vehicle on a highway that consists of two lanes
carrying traffic in opposite directions, when the authorized Emergency Vehicle is
making use of visual signals meeting the requirements of K.S.A. 8-1720, and
amendments thereto, or subsection (d) of K.S.A. 8-1722, and amendments thereto.

(b) From and after the effective date of this act, and prior to July 1, 2001, a law
enforcement officer shall issue a warning citation to anyone violating the provisions of
subsection (a).

(c) This section shall be part of and supplemental to the uniform act regulating
traffic on highways.

History: L. 2000, ch. 179, § 1; July 1.
8-2010

Chapter 8.--AUTOMOBILES AND OTHER VEHICLES
Article 20.--UNIFORM ACT REGULATING TRAFFIC; POWERS OF STATE AND
LOCAL AUTHORITIES

8-2010. Designation of authorized Emergency Vehicles. (a) Any particular
vehicle listed in subsection (b) of K.S.A. 8-2010a, and amendments thereto, shall be
designated, by the board of county commissioners in which such vehicle is located, as
an authorized Emergency Vehicle upon the filing of an application pursuant to K.S.A. 8-
2010a, and amendments thereto and a finding that designation of such vehicle is
necessary to the preservation of life or property or to the execution of emergency
governmental functions. The designation shall be in writing and the written designation
shall be carried in the vehicle at all times, but failure to carry the written designation
shall not affect the status of the vehicle as an authorized Emergency Vehicle.

(b) Any vehicle designated as an authorized Emergency Vehicle prior to the
effective date of this act, may continue to operate as an authorized Emergency Vehicle,
as long as: (1) The ownership of such vehicle remains unchanged; and (2) the use of
such vehicle for purposes for which such vehicle was designated remains unchanged,
except that all future operation of such vehicle as an authorized Emergency Vehicle
shall be in accordance with this section and such other applicable provisions of law.

(c) The following vehicles shall not be required to be designated by the board of
county commissioners as authorized Emergency Vehicles:



(1) Fire department vehicles or police vehicles which are publicly owned;

(2) motor vehicles operated by ambulance services permitted by the emergency
medical services board under the provisions of K.S.A. 65-6101 et seq., and
amendments thereto; and

(3) wreckers, tow trucks or car carriers, as defined by K.S.A. 66-1329, and
amendments thereto, and having a certificate of public service from the state
corporation commission.

(d) Any vehicle designated under the provisions of this section, as an authorized
Emergency Vehicle in the county in which such vehicle is located, shall be a valid
designation of such vehicle in any other county and such vehicle shall be authorized to
operate as an authorized Emergency Vehicle without being required to obtain any
additional designation in any other county.

History: L. 1974, ch. 33, § 8-2010; L. 1975, ch. 427, § 58; L. 1992, ch. 141, § 4; L.
1993, ch. 199, § 2; L. 1996, ch. 180, § 3; L. 2003, ch. 61, § 3; July 1.

8-1506

Chapter 8.--AUTOMOBILES AND OTHER VEHICLES
Article 15.--UNIFORM ACT REGULATING TRAFFIC; RULES OF THE ROAD

8-1506. Authorized Emergency Vehicles; rights, duties and liability of drivers
thereof. (a) The driver of an authorized Emergency Vehicle, when responding to an
emergency call or when in the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law, or
when responding to but not upon returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the
privileges set forth in this section, but subject to the conditions herein stated.

(b) The driver of an authorized Emergency Vehicle may:
(1) Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of this article;

(2) Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as
may be necessary for safe operation;

(3) Exceed the maximum speed limits so long as such driver does not endanger
life or property;

(4) Disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in specified
directions; and

(5) Proceed through toll booths on roads or bridges without stopping for payment
of tolls, but only after slowing down as may be necessary for safe operation and the
picking up or returning of toll cards.



(c) The exemptions herein granted to an authorized Emergency Vehicle shall
apply only when such vehicle is making use of an audible signal meeting the
requirements of K.S.A. 8-1738 and visual signals meeting the requirements of K.S.A. 8-
1720, except that an authorized Emergency Vehicle operated as a police vehicle need
not be equipped with or display a red light visible from in front of the vehicle.

(d) The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the driver of an authorized
Emergency Vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons,
nor shall such provisions protect the driver from the consequences of reckless
disregard for the safety of others.

History: L. 1974, ch. 33, § 8-1506; L. 1977, ch. 43, 8 1; July 1.
8-2010b

Chapter 8.--AUTOMOBILES AND OTHER VEHICLES
Article 20.--UNIFORM ACT REGULATING TRAFFIC; POWERS OF STATE AND
LOCAL AUTHORITIES

8-2010b. Operation of vehicle with red light prohibited unless approved
Emergency Vehicle. A person, partnership, association, corporation municipality or
public official shall not operate, or cause to be operated upon a public highway, road or
street within this state, a motor vehicle which is required to be designated under the
provisions of K.S.A. 8-2010, and amendments thereto, with a red light, siren or both
unless such vehicle has been designated as an authorized Emergency Vehicle
pursuant to K.S.A. 8-2010, and amendments thereto.

History: L. 1992, ch. 141, 8 2; L. 1993, ch. 199, § 4; July 1.



8-1720

Chapter 8.--AUTOMOBILES AND OTHER VEHICLES
Article 17.--UNIFORM ACT REGULATING TRAFFIC; EQUIPMENT OF VEHICLES

8-1720. Lamps and lights on authorized Emergency Vehicles; alternately or
simultaneously flashing head lamps. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), every
authorized Emergency Vehicle, in addition to any other equipment required by this act,
shall be equipped with signal lamps mounted as high and as widely spaced laterally as
practicable, which shall be capable of displaying to the front two alternately flashing red
lights located at the same level and to the rear two alternately flashing red lights
located at the same level, or in lieu thereof, any such authorized Emergency Vehicle
shall be equipped with at least one rotating or oscillating light, which shall be mounted
as high as practicable on such vehicle and which shall display to the front and rear of
such vehicle a flashing red light or alternate flashes of red and white lights or red and
blue lights in combination. All lights required or authorized by this subsection shall have
sufficient intensity to be visible at 500 feet in normal sunlight. Every authorized
Emergency Vehicle may, but need not, be equipped with head lamps which alternately
flash or simultaneously flash.

(b) A police vehicle when used as an authorized Emergency Vehicle may, but
need not, be equipped with:

(1) Head lamps which alternately flash or simultaneously flash;

(2) flashing lights specified in subsection (a), but any flashing lights, used on a
police vehicle, other than the flashing lights specified in K.S.A. 8-1722, and
amendments thereto, rotating or oscillating lights or alternately flashing head lamps or
simultaneously flashing head lamps, shall be red in color; or

(3) rotating or oscillating lights, which may display a flashing red light or alternate
flashes of red and blue lights in combination.

History: L. 1974, ch. 33, § 8-1720; L. 1975, ch. 39, § 21; L. 1989, ch. 43, 8 1; L.
1991, ch. 41, § 1; L. 2005, ch. 18, § 1; July 1.



8-1404

Chapter 8.--AUTOMOBILES AND OTHER VEHICLES
Article 14.--UNIFORM ACT REGULATING TRAFFIC; DEFINITIONS

8-1404. "Authorized Emergency Vehicle" defined; exemptions. "Authorized
Emergency Vehicle" means such fire department vehicles or police bicycles or police
vehicles which are publicly owned; motor vehicles operated by ambulance services
permitted by the emergency medical services board under the provisions of K.S.A. 65-
6101 et seq., and amendments thereto; wreckers, tow trucks or car carriers, as defined
by K.S.A. 66-1329, and amendments thereto, and having a certificate of public service
from the state corporation commission; and such other publicly or privately owned
vehicles which are designated as Emergency Vehicles pursuant to K.S.A. 8-2010, and
amendments thereto.

History: L. 1974, ch. 33, § 8-1404; L. 1975, ch. 427, § 19; L. 1992, ch. 141, § 3; L.
1993, ch. 199, § 1, L. 1996, ch. 180, 8 1; L. 2003, ch. 61, § 2; July 1.

8-2010a
Chapter 8.--AUTOMOBILES AND OTHER VEHICLES
Article 20.--UNIFORM ACT REGULATING TRAFFIC; POWERS OF STATE AND
LOCAL AUTHORITIES

8-2010a. Designation of authorized Emergency Vehicle; application; vehicles
which may be designated. (a) An application for the designation of a vehicle as an
authorized Emergency Vehicle pursuant to K.S.A. 8-2010, and amendments thereto,
shall be submitted to the board of county commissioners in the county in which such
vehicle is located and shall be completed and signed: (1) By the individual applicant;

(2) if a partnership, by a member of the partnership or an authorized agent; or

(3) if a corporation or municipality, by an officer or authorized agent of the
corporation or municipality.

(b) The following vehicles, upon approval by the board of county commissioners,
may be designated as Emergency Vehicles:

(1) Civil defense vehicles;
(2) Emergency Vehicles operated by public utilities;
(3) the privately owned vehicles of firefighters or volunteer firefighters;

(4) the privately owned vehicles of police officers; or



(5) any other vehicle, when it is determined by the board of county commissioners
that such designation is necessary to the preservation of life or property or carrying out
of emergency governmental functions.

History: L.1992, ch. 141, 81; L. 1993, ch. 199, 8§ 3; L. 1996, ch. 180, § 4; L.
2003, ch. 61, § 4; July 1.

65-6136

Chapter 65.--PUBLIC HEALTH
Article 61.--EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

65-6136. Scope of act. (a) Nothing in this act shall be construed:
(1) To prevent the operation of a police Emergency Vehicle;

(2) to affect any statute or regulatory authority vested in the department of
transportation concerning automotive equipment and safety requirements;

(3) to prohibit any privately owned vehicles and aircraft not ordinarily used in the
ambulance service business from transporting persons who are sick, injured, wounded
or otherwise incapacitated or helpless;

(4) to prevent any vehicle from being pressed into service as an ambulance when
the operator determines an emergency exists and provides written notification to the
board within 72 hours after the use of such vehicle; or

(5) to prohibit any ambulance lawfully operating under the laws of a state adjoining
Kansas from providing emergency transportation of a patient from a municipality not
otherwise served by an ambulance service located in Kansas to a location within or
outside the state of Kansas when the governing body of such municipality declares a
hardship. The governing body or board shall notify the board 30 days prior to the
initiation of such out-of-state service.

(b) Ambulances owned and operated by an agency of the United States
government shall be exempt from the provisions of this act.

(c) Any ambulance based outside of this state receiving a patient within the state
for transportation to a location within this state or receiving a patient within this state for
emergency transportation to a location outside this state shall comply with the
provisions of this act except when such ambulance is rendering service in the case of a
major catastrophe, such ambulance is making a prearranged hospital-to-hospital
transfer or except as otherwise provided by rules and regulations adopted by the board.

History: L. 1988, ch. 261, § 36; L. 1990, ch. 235, § 7; July 1.



8-1507

Chapter 8.--AUTOMOBILES AND OTHER VEHICLES
Article 15.--UNIFORM ACT REGULATING TRAFFIC; RULES OF THE ROAD

8-1507. Official traffic-control devices; required obedience; placement;
presumptions. (a) The driver of any vehicle shall obey the instructions of any official
traffic-control device applicable thereto, placed in accordance with the provisions of this
act, unless otherwise directed by a police officer, subject to the exceptions granted the
driver of an authorized Emergency Vehicle in this act.

(b) No provision of this act for which official traffic-control devices are required
shall be enforced against an alleged violator if, at the time and place of the alleged
violation, an official device is not in proper position and sufficiently legible to be seen by
an ordinarily observant person. Whenever a particular section does not state that
official traffic-control devices are required, such section shall be effective even though
no devices are erected or in place.

(c) Whenever official traffic-control devices are placed in position approximately
conforming to the requirements of this act, such devices shall be presumed to have
been so placed by the official act or direction of lawful authority, unless the contrary
shall be established by competent evidence.

(d) Any official traffic-control device placed pursuant to the provisions of this act
and purporting to conform to the lawful requirements pertaining to such devices shall
be presumed to comply with the requirements of this act, unless the contrary shall be
established by competent evidence.

History: L. 1974, ch. 33, § 8-1507; July 1.
8-1719

Chapter 8.--AUTOMOBILES AND OTHER VEHICLES
Article 17.--UNIFORM ACT REGULATING TRAFFIC; EQUIPMENT OF VEHICLES

8-1719. Spot lamps, fog lamps, auxiliary passing lamps and auxiliary driving
lamps. (a) Spot lamps. Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to exceed two (2)
spot lamps. Every lighted spot lamp emitting a white light shall be so aimed and used
that no part of the high intensity portion of the beam will strike the windshield, or any
windows, mirror or occupant of another vehicle in motion. The limitations of this
subsection shall not apply to a police vehicle used as an authorized Emergency
Vehicle.

(b) Fog lamps. Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to exceed two (2) fog
lamps mounted on the front at a height not less than twelve (12) inches nor more than
thirty (30) inches above the level surface upon which the vehicle stands and so aimed



that when the vehicle is not loaded none of the high intensity portion of the light to the
left of the center of the vehicle shall project, at a distance of twenty-five (25) feet ahead,
higher than a level of four (4) inches below the level of the center of the lamp from
which it comes. Lighted fog lamps meeting the above requirements may be used with
lower head lamp beams as specified in subsection (a) (2) of K.S.A. 8-1724.

(c) Auxiliary passing lamps. Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to
exceed two (2) auxiliary passing lamps mounted on the front at a height not less than
twenty-four (24) inches nor more than forty-two (42) inches above the level surface
upon which the vehicle stands. The provisions of K.S.A. 8-1724 shall apply to any
combination of head lamps and auxiliary passing lamps.

(d) Auxiliary driving lamps. Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to exceed
two (2) auxiliary driving lamps mounted on the front at a height not less than sixteen
(16) inches nor more than forty-two (42) inches above the level surface upon which the
vehicle stands. The provisions of K.S.A. 8-1724 shall apply to any combination of head
lamps and auxiliary driving lamps.

History: L. 1974, ch. 33, 8§ 8-1719; L. 1975, ch. 39, § 20; April 19.
8-1722

Chapter 8.--AUTOMOBILES AND OTHER VEHICLES
Article 17.--UNIFORM ACT REGULATING TRAFFIC; EQUIPMENT OF VEHICLES

8-1722. Vehicular hazard warning lamps; warning lamps on police vehicles;
trash trucks. (a) Any vehicle may be equipped with lamps for the purpose of warning
the operators of other vehicles of the presence of a vehicular traffic hazard requiring
the exercise of unusual care in approaching, overtaking or passing.

(b) Every bus, truck, truck tractor, trailer, semitrailer or pole trailer 80 inches or
more in overall width or 30 feet or more in overall length shall be equipped with lamps
meeting the requirements of this section.

(c) Vehicular hazard warning signal lamps used to display such warning to the
front shall be mounted at the same level and as widely spaced laterally as practicable,
and shall display simultaneously flashing amber lights. On any vehicle manufactured
prior to January 1, 1969, the lamps showing to the front may display simultaneously
flashing white or amber lights, or any shade of color between white and amber. The
lamps used to display such warning to the rear shall be mounted at the same level and
as widely spaced laterally as practicable, and shall show simultaneously flashing amber
or red lights, or any shade of color between amber and red. Such warning lights shall
be visible from a distance of not less than 500 feet in normal sunlight.



(d) Any police vehicle, when used as an authorized Emergency Vehicle, may be
equipped with warning lamps mounted as widely spaced laterally as practicable, either
inside such vehicle in front of the rear window or on the roof of such vehicle, and
capable of displaying two alternately flashing amber lights to the rear of such vehicle.
Such warning lamps may be used in lieu of or in combination with any other vehicular
hazard warning signal lamps used to display such warning to the rear, and shall be
visible from a distance of not less than 500 feet in normal sunlight.

(e) Every truck designed and used for collection and disposal of domestic or
commercial waste or trash shall be equipped as provided in subsection (c) and shall
operate such lamps when collecting or transporting waste or trash and traveling 15
miles per hour or less.

History: L. 1974, ch. 33, 8 8-1722; L. 1975, ch. 39, § 22; L. 1978, ch. 39, 8 1; L.
1981, ch. 45, 8 1; July 1.

8-1729

Chapter 8.--AUTOMOBILES AND OTHER VEHICLES
Article 17.--UNIFORM ACT REGULATING TRAFFIC; EQUIPMENT OF VEHICLES

8-1729. Lights and signals; restrictions; exceptions for certain vehicles
including school, church and day care buses. (a) During the times specified in
K.S.A. 8-1703, and amendments thereto, any lighted lamp or illuminating device upon a
motor vehicle, other than head lamps, spot lamps, auxiliary lamps, flashing turn signals,
vehicular hazard warning lamps and school bus warning lamps, which projects a beam
of light of an intensity greater than 300 candlepower shall be so directed that no part of
the high intensity portion of the beam will strike the level of the roadway on which the
vehicle stands at a distance of more than 75 feet from the vehicle.

(b) Except as required or permitted in K.S.A. 8-1720 and 8-1730, and
amendments thereto, no person shall drive or move any vehicle or equipment upon any
highway with any lamp or device capable of displaying a red light visible from directly in
front of the center thereof, nor shall any vehicle or equipment upon any highway have
any lamp or device displaying any color of light visible from directly in front of the center
thereof except white or amber or any shade of color between white and amber.

(c) Flashing lights are prohibited except as authorized or required in K.S.A. 8-
1717, 8-1720, 8-1721, 8-1722, 8-1723, 8-1730, 8-1730a and 8-1731, and amendments
thereto.

(d) The flashing lights described in K.S.A. 8-1720, 8-1730 and 8-1730a, and
amendments thereto, shall not be used on any vehicle other than a school bus, church
bus or day care program bus, as defined in K.S.A. 8-1730a, and amendments thereto,
or an authorized Emergency Vehicle.
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(e) Alllighting devices and reflectors mounted on the rear of any vehicle shall
display or reflect a red color, except the stop light or other signal device, which may be
red, amber or yellow, and except that the light illuminating the license plate shall be
white and the light emitted by a back-up lamp shall be white or amber.

History: L. 1974, ch. 33, § 8-1729; L. 1975, ch. 39, § 24; L. 1978, ch. 40, 8 1; L.
1980, ch. 43, § 1; L. 2005, ch. 18, § 3; July 1.

8-1738

Chapter 8.--AUTOMOBILES AND OTHER VEHICLES
Article 17.--UNIFORM ACT REGULATING TRAFFIC; EQUIPMENT OF VEHICLES

8-1738. Horns and warning devices. (a) Every motor vehicle when operated
upon a highway shall be equipped with a horn in good working order and capable of
emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of not less than 200
feet, but no horn or other warning device shall emit an unreasonably loud or harsh
sound or whistle. The driver of a motor vehicle when reasonably necessary to insure
safe operation shall give audible warning with his horn but shall not otherwise use such
horn when upon a highway.

(b) No vehicle shall be equipped with nor shall any person use upon a vehicle any
siren, whistle or bell, except as otherwise permitted in this section.

(c) Any vehicle may be equipped with a theft alarm signal device which is so
arranged that it cannot be used by the driver as an ordinary warning signal. Such a
theft alarm signal device may use a whistle, bell, horn or other audible signal but shall
not use a siren.

(d) Every authorized Emergency Vehicle shall be equipped with a siren, whistle or
bell, capable of emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of not
less than 500 feet and of a type approved by the secretary of transportation, but such
siren shall not be used except when such vehicle is operated in response to an
emergency call or in the immediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law,
in which said latter events the driver of such vehicle shall sound said siren when
reasonably necessary to warn pedestrians and other drivers of the approach thereof.

(e) Every truck specifically designed and equipped and used exclusively for
garbage, refuse or solid waste disposal operations shall be equipped with a whistle,
bell or other audible signal. Such whistle, bell or other audible signal shall be used only
when the driver of the truck is backing such truck. Notwithstanding the provisions of this
section, a city may adopt an ordinance prohibiting the activation of such whistle, bell or
other audible signal during specific periods of time during the day.

History: L. 1974, ch. 33, 8 8-1738; L. 1975, ch. 427, § 40; L. 2004, ch. 114, § 2;
Apr. 29.
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