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PART I. ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT 
 

TITLE XIV. PUBLIC WAYS AND WORKS 
 
CHAPTER 89. LAW OF THE ROAD 
 
Chapter 89: Section 7B. Operation of emergency vehicles 
 

Section 7B. The driver of a vehicle of a fire, police or recognized protective department and the driver of 
an ambulance shall be subject to the provisions of any statute, rule, regulation, ordinance or by-law 
relating to the operation or parking of vehicles, except that a driver of fire apparatus while going to a fire 
or responding to an alarm, or the driver of a vehicle of a police or recognized protective department or 
the driver of an ambulance, in an emergency and while in performance of a public duty or while 
transporting a sick or injured person to a hospital or other destination where professional medical 
services are available, may drive such vehicle at a speed in excess of the applicable speed limit if he 
exercises caution and due regard under the circumstances for the safety of persons and property, and 
may drive such vehicle through an intersection of ways contrary to any traffic signs or signals regulating 
traffic at such intersection if he first brings such vehicle to a full stop and then proceeds with caution and 
due regard for the safety of persons and property, unless otherwise directed by a police officer regulating 
traffic at such intersection. The driver of any such approaching emergency vehicle shall comply with the 
provisions of section fourteen of chapter ninety when approaching a school bus which has stopped to 
allow passengers to alight or board from the same, and whose red lamps are flashing. 
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PART I. ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT 
 

TITLE XIV. PUBLIC WAYS AND WORKS 
 
CHAPTER 89. LAW OF THE ROAD 
 
Chapter 89: Section 7B. Operation of emergency vehicles 
 

Section 7B. The driver of a vehicle of a fire, police or recognized protective department and the driver of 
an ambulance shall be subject to the provisions of any statute, rule, regulation, ordinance or by-law 
relating to the operation or parking of vehicles, except that a driver of fire apparatus while going to a fire 
or responding to an alarm, or the driver of a vehicle of a police or recognized protective department or 
the driver of an ambulance, in an emergency and while in performance of a public duty or while 
transporting a sick or injured person to a hospital or other destination where professional medical 
services are available, may drive such vehicle at a speed in excess of the applicable speed limit if he 
exercises caution and due regard under the circumstances for the safety of persons and property, and 
may drive such vehicle through an intersection of ways contrary to any traffic signs or signals regulating 
traffic at such intersection if he first brings such vehicle to a full stop and then proceeds with caution and 
due regard for the safety of persons and property, unless otherwise directed by a police officer regulating 
traffic at such intersection. The driver of any such approaching emergency vehicle shall comply with the 
provisions of section fourteen of chapter ninety when approaching a school bus which has stopped to 
allow passengers to alight or board from the same, and whose red lamps are flashing. 
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PART I. ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT 
 

TITLE XIV. PUBLIC WAYS AND WORKS 
 
CHAPTER 89. LAW OF THE ROAD 
 
Chapter 89: Section 7A. Restrictions on use of ways upon approach of emergency vehicles 
 

Section 7A. Upon the approach of any fire apparatus, police vehicle, ambulance or disaster vehicle 
which is going to a fire or responding to call, alarm or emergency situation, every person driving a 
vehicle on a way shall immediately drive said vehicle as far as possible toward the right-hand curb or 
side of said way and shall keep the same at a standstill until such fire apparatus, police vehicle, 
ambulance or disaster vehicle has passed. No person shall drive a vehicle over a hose of a fire 
department without the consent of a member of such department. No person shall drive a vehicle within 
three hundred feet of any fire apparatus going to a fire or responding to an alarm, nor drive said vehicle, 
or park or leave the same unattended, within eight hundred feet of a fire or within the fire lanes 
established by the fire department, or upon or beside any traveled way, whether public or private, 
leading to the scene of a fire, in such a manner as to obstruct the approach to the fire of any fire 
apparatus or any ambulance, safety or police vehicle, or of any vehicle bearing an official fire or police 
department designation. Authorized police or fire department personnel may tow a vehicle found to be 
in violation of the provisions of this section or which is illegally parked or standing in a fire lane as 
established by the fire department, whether or not a fire is in progress, and such personnel shall not be 
subject to the provisions of section one hundred and twenty D of chapter two hundred and sixty-six. No 
person shall operate a motor vehicle behind any such fire apparatus, ambulance, safety or police vehicle, 
or any vehicle bearing an official fire or police department designation which is operating with 
emergency systems on, for a distance of three hundred feet. Violation of any provision of this section 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars. 
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PART I. ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT 
 

TITLE XIV. PUBLIC WAYS AND WORKS 
 
CHAPTER 90. MOTOR VEHICLES AND AIRCRAFT 
 

MOTOR VEHICLES 
 
Chapter 90: Section 16. Offensive or illegal operation of motor vehicles 
 

Section 16. No person shall operate a motor vehicle, nor shall any owner of such vehicle permit it to be 
operated, in or over any way, public or private, whether laid out under authority of law or otherwise, 
which motor vehicles are prohibited from using, provided notice of such prohibition is conspicuously 
posted at the entrance to such way. No person shall operate a motor vehicle, nor shall any owner of such 
vehicle permit it to be operated upon any way, except fire department and fire patrol apparatus, unless 
such motor vehicle is equipped with a muffler to prevent excessive or unnecessary noise, which muffler 
is in good working order and in constant operation, and complies with such minimum standards for 
construction and performance as the registrar may prescribe. No person shall use a muffler cut-out or by-
pass. No person shall operate a motor vehicle on any way which motor vehicle is equipped (1) with a 
muffler from which the baffle plates, screens or other original internal parts have been removed and not 
replaced; or (2) with an exhaust system which has been modified in a manner which will amplify or 
increase the noise emitted by the exhaust. No person operating a motor vehicle shall sound a bell, horn 
or other device, nor in any manner operate such motor vehicle so as to make a harsh, objectionable or 
unreasonable noise, nor permit to escape from such vehicle smoke or pollutants in such amounts or at 
such levels as may violate motor vehicle air pollution control regulations adopted under the provisions 
of chapter one hundred and eleven. No siren shall be mounted upon any motor vehicle except fire 
apparatus, ambulances, vehicles used in official line of duty by any member of the police or fire fighting 
forces of the commonwealth or any agency or political subdivision thereof, and vehicles owned by call 
fire fighters or by persons with police powers and operated in official line of duty, unless authorized by 
the registrar. No person shall use on or in connection with any motor vehicle a spot light, so called, the 
rays from which shine more than two feet above the road at a distance of thirty feet from the vehicle, 
except that such a spot light may be used for the purpose of reading signs, and as an auxiliary light in 
cases of necessity when the other lights required by law fail to operate. 

No person, except a duly authorized person driving an emergency fire vehicle, shall operate a motor 
vehicle equipped with metal studded tires upon a public way between May the first and November the 
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first; provided, however, the registrar may authorize the use of such tires before November the first, if 
weather conditions require the use thereof. Whoever violates the provisions of this paragraph shall be 
punished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars. 
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