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 169.20 Right-of-way. 

    Subdivision 1.    Approaching intersection.  (a) When 
 two vehicles enter an uncontrolled intersection from different 
 highways at approximately the same time, the driver of the 
 vehicle on the left shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicle 
 on the right. 

    (b) When two vehicles enter an intersection controlled by 
 stop signs or by blinking red traffic signals requiring drivers 
 or vehicles from any direction to stop before proceeding, the 
 driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right-of-way 
 to the vehicle on the right. 

    (c) At an uncontrolled approach to a T-shaped intersection, 
 the driver required to turn shall yield to the cross traffic. 

    (d) The driver of any vehicle traveling at an unlawful 
 speed shall forfeit any right-of-way which the driver might 
 otherwise have hereunder. 

    (e) The foregoing rules are modified as hereinafter stated 
 in this section. 

    Subd. 2.    Left turn.  The driver of a vehicle 
 intending to turn to the left within an intersection or into an 
 alley, private road, or driveway shall yield the right-of-way to 
 any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction which is 
 within the intersection or so close thereto as to constitute an 
 immediate hazard. 

    Subd. 3.    Through highway; stop sign.  (a) The driver 
 of a vehicle shall stop as required by this chapter at the 
 entrance to a through highway and shall yield the right-of-way 
 to other vehicles which have entered the intersection from the 
 through highway or which are approaching so closely on the 
 through highway as to constitute an immediate hazard, but the 
 driver having so yielded may proceed, and the drivers of all 
 other vehicles approaching the intersection on the through 
 highway shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicles so 
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 proceeding into or across the through highway. 

    (b) The driver of a vehicle shall likewise stop in 
 obedience to a stop sign, as required herein, at an intersection 
 where a stop sign is erected at one or more entrances thereto 
 although not a part of a through highway, and shall proceed 
 cautiously, yielding to vehicles not so obliged to stop which 
 are within the intersection or approaching so closely as to 
 constitute an immediate hazard, but may then proceed. 

    Subd. 4.    Vehicle entering roadway.  The driver of a 
 vehicle about to enter or cross a roadway from any place other 
 than a roadway shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles 
 approaching on the roadway to be entered or crossed. 

    Subd. 5.    Emergency vehicle; penalties.  (a) Upon the 
 immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle equipped 
 with at least one lighted lamp exhibiting red light visible 
 under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of 500 feet 
 to the front of the vehicle and, except as otherwise provided in 
 paragraph (b), when the driver is giving audible signal by 
 siren, the driver of each other vehicle shall yield the 
 right-of-way and shall immediately drive to a position parallel 
 to and as close as possible to the right-hand edge or curb of 
 the highway clear of any intersection, and shall stop and remain 
 in this position until the authorized emergency vehicle has 
 passed, except when otherwise directed by a police officer.  The 
 driver of another vehicle on a one-way roadway shall drive to 
 the closest edge or curb and stop.  

    (b) The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle escorting 
 the movement of an oversize or overweight vehicle or load need 
 not sound an audible signal by siren but shall exhibit the light 
 required by paragraph (a).  The driver of each other vehicle 
 then shall yield the right-of-way, as required by paragraph (a), 
 to the emergency vehicle escorting the oversize or overweight 
 vehicle or load. 

    (c) Upon the approach of an authorized emergency vehicle 
 the driver of each streetcar shall immediately stop the car 
 clear of any intersection and keep it in this position and keep 
 the doors and gates of the streetcar closed until the authorized 
 emergency vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by 
 a police officer. 

    (d) This subdivision does not operate to relieve the driver 
 of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with 
 due regard for the safety of persons using the highways. 

    (e) A driver who fails to comply with paragraph (a), (b), 
 or (c) is guilty of a petty misdemeanor and may be penalized 
 according to section 169.89. 

    (f) A driver who intentionally obstructs an emergency 
 vehicle or otherwise intentionally fails to comply with 
 paragraph (a), (b), or (c) is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
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    Subd. 5a.    Arrest; citation; probable cause.  (a) A 
 peace officer may arrest the driver of a motor vehicle if the 
 peace officer has probable cause to believe that the driver has 
 operated the vehicle in violation of subdivision 5, paragraph 
 (a), (b), or (f), within the four-hour period following the 
 termination of the emergency incident or a receipt of a report 
 under paragraph (c).  The arrest may be made even though the 
 violation was not committed in the presence of the peace officer.

    (b) A peace officer may issue a citation in lieu of arrest 
 to the driver of a motor vehicle if the peace officer has 
 probable cause to believe that the driver has operated the 
 vehicle in violation of subdivision 5. 

    (c) Although probable cause may be otherwise satisfied by 
 other evidentiary elements or factors, probable cause is 
 sufficient for purposes of this subdivision when a member of the 
 crew of an authorized emergency vehicle responding to an 
 emergency incident makes a timely report of the violation of 
 subdivision 5 and provides a description of the vehicle used to 
 commit the offense and the vehicle's license plate number.  For 
 the purposes of an arrest under paragraph (a), "timely" means 
 that the report must be made within a four-hour period following 
 the termination of the emergency incident. 

    Subd. 5b.    Violation; penalty for owner or lessee.  
 (a) If a motor vehicle is operated in violation of subdivision 
 5, the owner of the vehicle, or for a leased motor vehicle the 
 lessee of the vehicle, is guilty of a petty misdemeanor. 

    (b) Paragraph (a) does not apply if (1) a person other than 
 the owner or lessee was operating the vehicle at the time the 
 violation occurred, or (2) the owner presents written evidence 
 that the motor vehicle had been reported to a law enforcement 
 agency as stolen at the time of the violation. 

    (c) Paragraph (a) does not apply to a lessor of a motor 
 vehicle if the lessor keeps a record of the name and address of 
 the lessee. 

    (d) Paragraph (a) does not prohibit or limit the 
 prosecution of a motor vehicle operator for violating 
 subdivision 5. 

    (e) A violation under paragraph (a) does not constitute 
 grounds for revocation or suspension of the owner's or lessee's 
 driver's license. 

    Subd. 6.    Funeral procession.  When any funeral 
 procession identifies itself by using regular lights on all cars 
 and by keeping all cars in close formation, the driver of every 
 other vehicle, except an emergency vehicle, shall yield the 
 right-of-way. 

    Subd. 7.    Transit bus.  The driver of a vehicle 
 traveling in the right-hand lane of traffic shall yield the 
 right-of-way to any transit bus attempting to enter that lane 
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 from a bus stop or shoulder, as indicated by a flashing left 
 turn signal. 

    HIST: (2720-196, 2720-197, 2720-198, 2720-199, 2720-200, 
 2720-201) 1937 c 464 s 46-51; 1939 c 430 s 9; 1947 c 428 s 
 17; 1955 c 595 s 1; 1965 c 423 s 1; 1967 c 268 s 1; 1978 c 739 s 
 10; 1985 c 249 s 1; 1986 c 444; 1987 c 383 s 9; 1990 c 503 s 2; 
 1993 c 83 s 2; 1993 c 304 s 1,2; 1997 c 239 art 3 s 1; 2001 c 24 
 s 2; 2002 c 319 s 2,3 

                

Please direct all comments concerning issues or legislation  
to your House Member or State Senator. 

For Legislative Staff or for directions to the Capitol, visit the Contact Us page. 

General questions or comments. 
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 169.18 Driving rules. 

    Subdivision 1.    Keep to the right.  Upon all roadways 
 of sufficient width a vehicle shall be driven upon the right 
 half of the roadway, except as follows: 

    (1) when overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding 
 in the same direction under the rules governing such movement; 

    (2) when the right half of a roadway is closed to traffic 
 while under construction or repair; 

    (3) upon a roadway divided into three marked lanes for 
 traffic under the rules applicable thereon; 

    (4) upon a roadway designated and signposted for one-way 
 traffic as a one-way roadway; or 

    (5) as necessary to comply with subdivision 11 when 
 approaching an authorized emergency vehicle parked or stopped on 
 the roadway. 

    Subd. 2.    Meeting.  Drivers of vehicles proceeding in 
 opposite directions, shall pass each other to the right, and 
 upon roadways having width for not more than one line of traffic 
 in each direction each driver shall give to the other at least 
 one-half of the main traveled portion of the roadway, as nearly 
 as possible. 

    Subd. 3.    Passing.  The following rules shall govern 
 the overtaking and passing of vehicles proceeding in the same 
 direction, subject to the limitations, exceptions, and special 
 rules hereinafter stated: 

    (1) the driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle 
 proceeding in the same direction shall pass to the left thereof 
 at a safe distance and shall not again drive to the right side 
 of the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken vehicle; 

    (2) except when overtaking and passing on the right is 
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 permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle shall give way to 
 the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle on audible warning, 
 and shall not increase the speed of the overtaken vehicle until 
 completely passed by the overtaking vehicle; and 

    (3) the operator of a motor vehicle overtaking a bicycle or 
 individual proceeding in the same direction on the roadway shall 
 leave a safe distance, but in no case less than three feet 
 clearance, when passing the bicycle or individual and shall 
 maintain clearance until safely past the overtaken bicycle or 
 individual. 

    Subd. 4.    Passing on the right.  The driver of a 
 vehicle may overtake and pass upon the right of another vehicle 
 only upon the following conditions: 

    (1) when the vehicle overtaken is making or about to make a 
 left turn; 

    (2) upon a street or highway with unobstructed pavement not 
 occupied by parked vehicles of sufficient width for two or more 
 lines of moving vehicles in each direction; 

    (3) upon a one-way street, or upon any roadway on which 
 traffic is restricted to one direction of movement, where the 
 roadway is free from obstructions and of sufficient width for 
 two or more lines of moving vehicles; 

    (4) when the driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass 
 another vehicle upon the right only under conditions permitting 
 such movement in safety.  In no event shall such movement be 
 made by driving onto the shoulder, whether paved or unpaved, or 
 off the pavement or main-traveled portion of the roadway. 

    Subd. 5.    Driving left of roadway center; exception.  
 (a) No vehicle shall be driven to the left side of the center of 
 the roadway in overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding 
 in the same direction unless such left side is clearly visible 
 and is free of oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance ahead 
 to permit such overtaking and passing to be completely made 
 without interfering with the safe operation of any vehicle 
 approaching from the opposite direction or any vehicle 
 overtaken.  In every event the overtaking vehicle must return to 
 the right-hand side of the roadway before coming within 100 feet 
 of any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction. 

    (b) Except on a one-way roadway or as provided in paragraph 
 (c), no vehicle shall, in overtaking and passing another vehicle 
 or at any other time, be driven to the left half of the roadway 
 under the following conditions: 

    (1) when approaching the crest of a grade or upon a curve 
 in the highway where the driver's view along the highway is 
 obstructed within a distance of 700 feet; 

    (2) when approaching within 100 feet of any underpass or 
 tunnel, railroad grade crossing, intersection within a city, or 
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 intersection outside of a city if the presence of the 
 intersection is marked by warning signs; or 

    (3) where official signs are in place prohibiting passing, 
 or a distinctive centerline is marked, which distinctive line 
 also so prohibits passing, as declared in the Manual on Uniform 
 Traffic Control Devices adopted by the commissioner. 

    (c) Paragraph (b) does not apply to a self-propelled or 
 towed implement of husbandry that (1) is escorted at the front 
 by a registered motor vehicle that is displaying vehicular 
 hazard warning lights visible to the front and rear in normal 
 sunlight, and (2) does not extend into the left half of the 
 roadway to any greater extent than made necessary by the total 
 width of the right half of the roadway together with any 
 adjacent shoulder that is suitable for travel. 

    (d) Paragraph (b) does not apply to a self-propelled or 
 towed implement of husbandry that is operated to the left half 
 of the roadway if such operation is not to a greater extent than 
 is necessary to avoid collision with a parked vehicle, sign, or 
 other stationary object located on the highway right-of-way. 

    Subd. 6.    One-way traffic.  (a) Upon a roadway 
 designated and signposted for one-way traffic as a one-way 
 roadway, a vehicle shall be driven only in the direction 
 designated; 

    (b) A vehicle passing around a rotary traffic island shall 
 be driven only to the right of such island. 

    Subd. 7.    Laned highway.  When any roadway has been 
 divided into two or more clearly marked lanes for traffic, the 
 following rules, in addition to all others consistent herewith, 
 shall apply: 

    (a) A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practicable 
 entirely within a single lane and shall not be moved from such 
 lane until the driver has first ascertained that such movement 
 can be made with safety. 

    (b) Upon a roadway which is not a one-way roadway and which 
 is divided into three lanes, a vehicle shall not be driven in 
 the center lane except when overtaking and passing another 
 vehicle where the roadway is clearly visible and such center 
 lane is clear of traffic within a safe distance, or in 
 preparation for a left turn or where such center lane is at the 
 time allocated exclusively to traffic moving in the direction 
 the vehicle is proceeding, and is signposted to give notice of 
 such allocation.  The left lane of a three-lane roadway which is 
 not a one-way roadway shall not be used for overtaking and 
 passing another vehicle. 

    (c) Official signs may be erected directing slow-moving 
 traffic to use a designated lane or allocating specified lanes 
 to traffic moving in the same direction, and drivers of vehicles 
 shall obey the directions of every such sign. 
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    (d) Whenever a bicycle lane has been established on a 
 roadway, any person operating a motor vehicle on such roadway 
 shall not drive in the bicycle lane except to park where parking 
 is permitted, to enter or leave the highway, or to prepare for a 
 turn as provided in section 169.19, subdivision 1. 

    Subd. 8.    Following vehicle too closely.  (a) The 
 driver of a motor vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more 
 closely than is reasonable and prudent, having due regard for 
 the speed of such vehicles and the traffic upon and the 
 conditions of the highway. 

    (b) The driver of any motor vehicle drawing another 
 vehicle, or the driver of any motor truck or bus, when traveling 
 upon a roadway outside of a business or residence district, 
 shall not follow within 500 feet of another vehicle.  The 
 provisions of this clause shall not be construed to prevent 
 overtaking and passing nor shall the same apply upon any lane 
 specially designated for use by motor trucks. 

    (c) The driver of a motor vehicle shall not follow within 
 500 feet of an authorized emergency vehicle that is traveling in 
 response to an emergency. 

    Subd. 9.    Divided highway; crossovers.  Whenever any 
 highway has been divided into two or more roadways by leaving an 
 intervening space or by a physical barrier or clearly indicated 
 dividing section so constructed as to impede vehicular traffic, 
 every vehicle shall be driven only upon the right-hand roadway 
 unless directed or permitted to use another roadway by official 
 traffic-control devices or police officers.  No vehicle shall be 
 driven over, across, or within any such dividing space, barrier 
 section, except through an opening in such physical barrier, or 
 dividing section or space or at a crossover or intersection 
 established by public authority. 

    Subd. 10.    Slow-moving vehicle.  Upon all roadways 
 any vehicle proceeding at less than the normal speed of traffic 
 at the time and place and under the conditions then existing 
 shall be driven in the right-hand lane then available for 
 traffic, or as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or 
 edge of the roadway, except when overtaking and passing another 
 vehicle proceeding in the same direction, or when preparing for 
 a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or 
 driveway, or when a specific lane is designated and posted for a 
 specific type of traffic. 

    Subd. 11.    Passing parked emergency vehicle; citation; 
 probable cause.  (a) When approaching and before passing an 
 authorized emergency vehicle with its emergency lights activated 
 that is parked or otherwise stopped on or next to a street or 
 highway having two lanes in the same direction, the driver of a 
 vehicle shall safely move the vehicle to the lane farthest away 
 from the emergency vehicle, if it is possible to do so. 

    (b) When approaching and before passing an authorized 
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 emergency vehicle with its emergency lights activated that is 
 parked or otherwise stopped on or next to a street or highway 
 having more than two lanes in the same direction, the driver of 
 a vehicle shall safely move the vehicle so as to leave a full 
 lane vacant between the driver and any lane in which the 
 emergency vehicle is completely or partially parked or otherwise 
 stopped, if it is possible to do so. 

    (c) A peace officer may issue a citation to the driver of a 
 motor vehicle if the peace officer has probable cause to believe 
 that the driver has operated the vehicle in violation of this 
 subdivision within the four-hour period following the 
 termination of the incident or a receipt of a report under 
 paragraph (d).  The citation may be issued even though the 
 violation was not committed in the presence of the peace officer.

    (d) Although probable cause may be otherwise satisfied by 
 other evidentiary elements or factors, probable cause is 
 sufficient for purposes of this subdivision when the person 
 cited is operating the vehicle described by a member of the crew 
 of an authorized emergency vehicle responding to an incident in 
 a timely report of the violation of this subdivision, which 
 includes a description of the vehicle used to commit the offense 
 and the vehicle's license plate number.  For the purposes of 
 issuance of a citation under paragraph (c), "timely" means that 
 the report must be made within a four-hour period following the 
 termination of the incident. 

    (e) For purposes of paragraphs (a) and (b) only, 

 "authorized emergency vehicle" and "emergency vehicle"  includes 
 a towing vehicle defined in section 169.01, subdivision 52, that 

 has activated flashing lights authorized under section 169.64, 

 subdivision 3. 

    HIST: (2720-182, 2720-183, 2720-184, 2720-185, 2720-186, 
 2720-187, 2720-188, 2720-189) 1937 c 464 s 32-39; 1939 c 430 
 s 7; 1947 c 428 s 15; 1951 c 363 s 1; 1959 c 521 s 2; 1963 c 357 
 s 5; 1963 c 627 s 1; 1971 c 138 s 1; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1978 
 c 739 s 7; 1986 c 444; 1993 c 26 s 2,3; 1993 c 187 s 4; 1995 c 
 72 s 1; 1996 c 456 s 20; 1Sp2001 c 8 art 2 s 42,43; 2005 c 120 s 
 2; 1Sp2005 c 6 art 3 s 43-45 

                

Please direct all comments concerning issues or legislation  
to your House Member or State Senator. 

For Legislative Staff or for directions to the Capitol, visit the Contact Us page. 

General questions or comments. 
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 169.01 Definitions. 

    Subdivision 1.    Terms.  For the purposes of this 
 chapter, the terms defined in this section shall have the 
 meanings ascribed to them. 

    Subd. 2.    Vehicle.  "Vehicle" means every device in, 
 upon, or by which any person or property is or may be 
 transported or drawn upon a highway, excepting devices used 
 exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks. 

    Subd. 3.    Motor vehicle.  "Motor vehicle" means every 
 vehicle which is self-propelled and every vehicle which is 
 propelled by electric power obtained from overhead trolley 
 wires.  Motor vehicle does not include an electric personal 
 assistive mobility device or a vehicle moved solely by human 
 power. 

    Subd. 3a.    Passenger vehicle.  "Passenger vehicle" 
 means a passenger automobile defined in section 168.011, 

 subdivision 7; a pickup truck defined in section 168.011, 

 subdivision 29; a van defined in section 168.011, subdivision 

 28; and a self-propelled, recreational vehicle licensed under 
 chapter 168 to use the public streets or highways.  "Passenger 
 vehicle" does not include a motorcycle, motorized bicycle, bus, 
 school bus, a vehicle designed to operate exclusively on 
 railroad tracks, a farm truck defined in section 168.011, 

 subdivision 17, or special mobile equipment defined in section 
 168.011, subdivision 22. 

    Subd. 4.    Motorcycle.  "Motorcycle" means every motor 
 vehicle having a seat or saddle for the use of the rider and 
 designed to travel on not more than three wheels in contact with 
 the ground, including motor scooters and bicycles with motor 
 attached, other than those vehicles defined as motorized 
 bicycles in subdivision 4a, but excluding a tractor. 

    Subd. 4a.    Motorized bicycle.  "Motorized bicycle" 
 means a bicycle that is propelled by an electric or a liquid 
 fuel motor of a piston displacement capacity of 50 cubic 
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 centimeters or less, and a maximum of two brake horsepower, 
 which is capable of a maximum speed of not more than 30 miles 
 per hour on a flat surface with not more than one percent grade 
 in any direction when the motor is engaged.  "Motorized bicycle" 
 includes an electric-assisted bicycle as defined in subdivision 
 4b. 

    Subd. 4b.    Electric-assisted bicycle.  
 "Electric-assisted bicycle" means a motor vehicle with two or 
 three wheels that: 

    (1) has a saddle and fully operable pedals for human 
 propulsion; 

    (2) meets the requirements of federal motor vehicle safety 
 standards in Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, sections 
 571.01 et seq.; and 

    (3) has an electric motor that (i) has a power output of 
 not more than 1,000 watts, (ii) is incapable of propelling the 
 vehicle at a speed of more than 20 miles per hour, (iii) is 
 incapable of further increasing the speed of the device when 
 human power alone is used to propel the vehicle at a speed of 
 more than 20 miles per hour, and (iv) disengages or ceases to 
 function when the vehicle's brakes are applied. 

    Subd. 4c.    Motorized foot scooter.  "Motorized foot 
 scooter" means a device with handlebars designed to be stood or 
 sat upon by the operator, and powered by an internal combustion 
 engine or electric motor that is capable of propelling the 
 device with or without human propulsion, and that has either (1) 
 no more than two ten-inch or smaller diameter wheels or (2) an 
 engine or motor that is capable of a maximum speed of 15 miles 
 per hour on a flat surface with not more than one percent grade 
 in any direction when the motor is engaged.  An electric 
 personal assistive mobility device, a motorized bicycle, an 
 electric-assisted bicycle, or a motorcycle is not a motorized 
 foot scooter. 

    Subd. 5.    Authorized emergency vehicle.  "Authorized 
 emergency vehicle" means any of the following vehicles when 
 equipped and identified according to law:  (1) a vehicle of a 
 fire department; (2) a publicly owned police vehicle or a 
 privately owned vehicle used by a police officer for police work 
 under agreement, express or implied, with the local authority to 
 which the officer is responsible; (3) a vehicle of a licensed 
 land emergency ambulance service, whether publicly or privately 
 owned; (4) an emergency vehicle of a municipal department or a 
 public service corporation, approved by the commissioner of 
 public safety or the chief of police of a municipality; (5) any 
 volunteer rescue squad operating pursuant to Laws 1959, chapter 
 53; (6) a vehicle designated as an authorized emergency vehicle 
 upon a finding by the commissioner of public safety that 
 designation of that vehicle is necessary to the preservation of 
 life or property or to the execution of emergency governmental 
 functions. 
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    Subd. 6.    School bus.  "School bus" means a motor 
 vehicle used to transport pupils to or from a school defined in 
 section 120A.22, or to or from school-related activities, by the 

 school or a school district, or by someone under an agreement 
 with the school or a school district.  A school bus does not 
 include a motor vehicle transporting children to or from school 
 for which parents or guardians receive direct compensation from 
 a school district, a motor coach operating under charter carrier 
 authority, a transit bus providing services as defined in 
 section 174.22, subdivision 7, a multifunction school activity 

 bus as defined by federal motor vehicle safety standards, or a 
 vehicle otherwise qualifying as a type III vehicle under 
 paragraph (5), when the vehicle is properly registered and 
 insured and being driven by an employee or agent of a school 
 district for nonscheduled or nonregular transportation.  A 
 school bus may be type A, type B, type C, or type D, or type III 
 as follows:  

    (1) A "type A school bus" is a van conversion or bus 
 constructed utilizing a cutaway front section vehicle with a 
 left-side driver's door.  The entrance door is behind the front 
 wheels.  This definition includes two classifications:  type 
 A-I, with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) less than or 
 equal to 10,000 pounds; and type A-II, with a GVWR greater than 
 10,000 pounds. 

    (2) A "type B school bus" is constructed utilizing a 
 stripped chassis.  The entrance door is behind the front 
 wheels.  This definition includes two classifications:  type 
 B-I, with a GVWR less than or equal to 10,000 pounds; and type 
 B-II, with a GVWR greater than 10,000 pounds.  

    (3) A "type C school bus" is constructed utilizing a 
 chassis with a hood and front fender assembly.  The entrance 
 door is behind the front wheels.  

    (4) A "type D school bus" is constructed utilizing a 
 stripped chassis.  The entrance door is ahead of the front 
 wheels.  

    (5) Type III school buses and type III Head Start buses are 
 restricted to passenger cars, station wagons, vans, and buses 
 having a maximum manufacturer's rated seating capacity of ten or 
 fewer people, including the driver, and a gross vehicle weight 
 rating of 10,000 pounds or less.  In this subdivision, "gross 
 vehicle weight rating" means the value specified by the 
 manufacturer as the loaded weight of a single vehicle.  A "type 
 III school bus" and "type III Head Start bus" must not be 
 outwardly equipped and identified as a type A, B, C, or D school 
 bus or type A, B, C, or D Head Start bus.  A van or bus 
 converted to a seating capacity of ten or fewer and placed in 
 service on or after August 1, 1999, must have been originally 
 manufactured to comply with the passenger safety standards. 

    Subd. 7.    Truck-tractor.  "Truck-tractor" means: 

    (1) a motor vehicle designed and used primarily for drawing 
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 other vehicles and not constructed to carry a load other than a 
 part of the weight of the vehicle and load drawn; and 

    (2) a motor vehicle designed and used primarily for drawing 
 other vehicles used exclusively for transporting motor vehicles 
 or boats and capable of carrying motor vehicles or boats on its 
 own structure. 

    Subd. 8.    Farm tractor.  "Farm tractor" means every 
 motor vehicle designed and used primarily as a farm implement 
 for drawing plows, mowing machines, and other implements of 
 husbandry. 

    Subd. 9.    Road tractor.  "Road tractor" means every 
 motor vehicle designed and used for drawing other vehicles and 
 not so constructed as to carry any load thereon either 
 independently or any part of the weight of a vehicle or load so 
 drawn. 

    Subd. 10.    Trailer.  "Trailer" means any vehicle 
 designed for carrying property or passengers on its own 
 structure and for being drawn by a motor vehicle but does not 
 include a trailer drawn by a truck-tractor semitrailer 
 combination or an auxiliary axle on a motor vehicle which 
 carries a portion of the weight of the motor vehicle to which it 
 is attached. 

    Subd. 11.    Semitrailer.  "Semitrailer" means a vehicle 
 of the trailer type so designed and used in conjunction with a 
 truck-tractor that a considerable part of its own weight or that 
 of its load rests upon and is carried by the truck-tractor and 
 includes a trailer drawn by a truck-tractor semitrailer 
 combination. 

    Subd. 12.    Pneumatic tire.  "Pneumatic tire" means 
 every tire in which compressed air is designed to support the 
 load. 

    Subd. 13.    Solid tire.  "Solid tire" means every tire 
 of rubber or other resilient material which does not depend upon 
 compressed air for the support of the load. 

    Subd. 14.    Metal tire.  "Metal tire" means every tire 
 the surface of which in contact with the highway is wholly or 
 partly of metal or other hard nonresilient material. 

    Subd. 15.    Railroad.  "Railroad" means a carrier of 
 persons or property upon cars, other than streetcars, operated 
 upon stationary rails. 

    Subd. 16.    Railroad train.  "Railroad train" means a 
 steam engine, electric or other motor, with or without cars 
 coupled thereto, operated upon rails, except streetcars. 

    Subd. 17.  Repealed, 1961 c 561 s 17 

    Subd. 18. Repealed, 2001 c 24 s 5 
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    Subd. 19.    Explosives.  "Explosives" means any 
 chemical compound or mechanical mixture that is commonly used or 
 intended for the purpose of producing an explosion and which 
 contains any oxidizing and combustive units or other ingredients 
 in such proportions, quantities, or packing that an ignition by 
 fire, by friction, by concussion, by percussion, or by detonator 
 of any part of the compound or mixture may cause such a sudden 
 generation of highly heated gases that the resultant gaseous 
 pressures are capable of producing destructible effects on 
 contiguous objects or of destroying life or limb. 

    Subd. 20.    Flammable liquid.  "Flammable liquid" 
 means any liquid which has a flash point of 70 degrees 
 Fahrenheit, or less, as determined by a tagliabue or equivalent 
 closed cup test device. 

    Subd. 21.    Commissioner.  Unless stated otherwise, 
 "commissioner" means the commissioner of transportation of this 
 state.  Regardless of the commissioner referred to, however, the 
 commissioner is to be considered as acting directly or through 
 the commissioner's duly authorized officers and agents. 

    Subd. 22.    Department.  Unless stated otherwise, 
 "department" means the Department of Transportation of this 
 state.  Regardless of the department referred to, however, it is 
 to be considered as acting directly or through its duly 
 authorized officers and agents. 

    Subd. 23.    Person.  "Person" means every natural 
 person, firm, copartnership, association, or corporation. 

    Subd. 24.    Pedestrian.  "Pedestrian" means any person 
 afoot or in a wheelchair.  

    Subd. 24a.    Wheelchair.  For the purposes of this 
 chapter, "wheelchair" is defined to include any manual or 
 motorized wheelchair, scooter, tricycle, or similar device used 
 by a disabled person as a substitute for walking.  

    Subd. 25.    Driver.  "Driver" means every person who 
 drives or is in actual physical control of a vehicle. 

    Subd. 26.    Owner.  "Owner" means a person who holds 
 the legal title of a vehicle, or in the event a vehicle is the 
 subject of an agreement for the conditional sale or lease 
 thereof with the right of purchase upon performance of the 
 conditions stated in the agreement and with an immediate right 
 of possession vested in the conditional vendee or lessee, or in 
 the event a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to possession, 
 then such conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor shall be 
 deemed the owner for the purpose of this chapter. 

    Subd. 27.    Police officer.  "Police officer" means 
 every officer authorized to direct or regulate traffic or to 
 make arrests for violations of traffic rules. 
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    Subd. 28.    Local authorities.  "Local authorities" 
 means every county, municipal, and other local board or body 
 having authority to adopt local police regulations under the 
 Constitution and laws of this state, and the Regents of the 
 University of Minnesota, with reference to property owned, 
 leased, or occupied by the Regents of the University of 
 Minnesota or the University of Minnesota. 

    Subd. 29.    Street or highway.  "Street or highway" 
 means the entire width between boundary lines of any way or 
 place when any part thereof is open to the use of the public, as 
 a matter of right, for the purposes of vehicular traffic. 

    Subd. 30.    Private road or driveway.  "Private road 
 or driveway" means every way or place in private ownership and 
 used for vehicular travel by the owner and those having express 
 or implied permission from the owner, but not by other persons. 

    Subd. 31.    Roadway.  "Roadway" means that portion of a 
 highway improved, designed, or ordinarily used for vehicular 
 travel, exclusive of the sidewalk or shoulder.  In the event a 
 highway includes two or more separate roadways, the term 
 "roadway" as used herein shall refer to any such roadway 
 separately but not to all such roadways collectively. 

    Subd. 32.    One-way roadway.  "One-way roadway" means 
 a street or roadway designated and signposted for one-way 
 traffic and on which all vehicles are required to move in one 
 indicated direction. 

    Subd. 33.    Sidewalk.  "Sidewalk" means that portion 
 of a street between the curb lines, or the lateral lines of a 
 roadway, and the adjacent property lines intended for the use of 
 pedestrians. 

    Subd. 34.    Laned highway.  "Laned highway" means a 
 highway the roadway of which is divided into two or more clearly 
 marked lanes for vehicular traffic. 

    Subd. 35.    Through highway.  "Through highway" means 
 every highway or portion thereof at the entrances to which 
 vehicular traffic from intersecting highways is required by law 
 to stop before entering or crossing the same and when stop signs 
 are erected as provided in this chapter. 

    Subd. 36.    Intersection.  (a) "Intersection" means 
 the area embraced within the prolongation or connection of the 
 lateral curb lines or, if none, then the lateral boundary lines 
 of the roadways of two highways which join one another at, or 
 approximately at, right angles or the area within which vehicles 
 traveling upon different highways joining at any other angle may 
 come in conflict. 

    (b) Where a highway includes two roadways 30 feet or more 
 apart, then every crossing of each roadway of such divided 
 highway by an intersecting highway shall be regarded as a 
 separate intersection.  In the event such intersecting highway 
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 also includes two roadways 30 feet or more apart, then every 
 crossing of two roadways of such highways shall be regarded as a 
 separate intersection. 

    Subd. 37.    Crosswalk.  "Crosswalk" means (1) that 
 portion of a roadway ordinarily included with the prolongation 
 or connection of the lateral lines of sidewalks at 
 intersections; (2) any portion of a roadway distinctly indicated 
 for pedestrian crossing by lines or other markings on the 
 surface. 

    Subd. 38.    Safety zone.  "Safety zone" means the area 
 or space officially set apart within a roadway for the exclusive 
 use of pedestrians and which is protected or is so marked or 
 indicated by adequate signs as to be plainly visible at all 
 times set apart as a safety zone. 

    Subd. 39.    Business district.  "Business district" 
 means the territory contiguous to and including a highway when 
 50 percent or more of the frontage thereon for a distance of 300 
 feet or more is occupied by buildings in use for business. 

    Subd. 40.    Residence district.  "Residence district" 
 means the territory contiguous to and including a highway not 
 comprising a business district when the property on such highway 
 for a distance of 300 feet or more is in the main improved with 
 residences or residences and buildings in use for business. 

    Subd. 41.    Official traffic control devices.  
 "Official traffic control devices" means all signs, signals, 
 markings, and devices not inconsistent with this chapter placed 
 or erected by authority of a public body or official having 
 jurisdiction, for the purpose of regulating, warning, or guiding 
 traffic. 

    Subd. 42.    Traffic control signal.  "Traffic control 
 signal" means any device, whether manually, electrically or 
 mechanically operated, by which traffic is alternately directed 
 to stop and permitted to proceed. 

    Subd. 43.    Railroad sign or signal.  "Railroad sign 
 or signal" means any sign, signal, or device erected by 
 authority of a public body or official or by a railroad and 
 intended to give notice of the presence of railroad tracks or 
 the approach of a railroad train. 

    Subd. 44.    Traffic.  "Traffic" means pedestrians, 
 ridden or herded animals, vehicles, streetcars, and other 
 conveyances, either singly or together, while using any highway 
 for purposes of travel. 

    Subd. 45.    Right-of-way.  "Right-of-way" means the 
 privilege of the immediate use of highway. 

    Subd. 46.    Gross vehicle weight.  "Gross vehicle 
 weight" means the greater of: 
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    (1) the unloaded weight of a vehicle or the unloaded weight 
 of a truck-tractor and semitrailer combination, plus the weight 
 of the load; or 

    (2) the value specified by the manufacturer as the maximum 
 gross weight or gross vehicle weight rating. 

    Subd. 47.    Custom service vehicles.  "Custom service 
 vehicles" means all vehicles used as well-drilling machine, 
 wood-sawing machine, cement mixer, rock crusher, road grader, 
 ditch digger, or elevating grader, and similar service equipment.

    Subd. 48.    Motor vehicle dealer.  "Motor vehicle 
 dealer" means any person engaged in the business of 
 manufacturing or selling new and unused motor vehicles, or used 
 motor vehicles, or both, having an established place of business 
 for the sale, trade, and display of such motor vehicles, and 
 having in possession motor vehicles for the purpose of sale or 
 trade. 

    Subd. 49.    Truck.  "Truck" means every motor vehicle 
 designed, used or maintained primarily for the transportation of 
 property. 

    Subd. 50.    Bus.  "Bus" means every motor vehicle 
 designed for carrying more than 15 passengers including the 
 driver and used for the transportation of persons.  

    Subd. 51.    Bicycle.  "Bicycle" means every device 
 propelled solely by human power upon which any person may ride, 
 having two tandem wheels except scooters and similar devices and 
 including any device generally recognized as a bicycle though 
 equipped with two front or rear wheels. 

    Subd. 52.    Tow truck or towing vehicle.  "Tow truck" 
 or "towing vehicle" means a motor vehicle having a 
 manufacturer's gross vehicle weight rating of 8,000 pounds or 
 more, equipped with a crane and winch, or an attached device 
 used exclusively to transport vehicles, and further equipped to 
 control the movement of the towed or transported vehicle. 

    Subd. 53.    Bug deflector.  "Bug deflector" means a 
 nonilluminated, transparent device attached to the hood of a 
 motor vehicle so as to deflect the air stream. 

    Subd. 54.    Controlled-access highway.  
 "Controlled-access highway" means, in this chapter, every 
 highway, street, or roadway in respect to which the right of 
 access of the owners or occupants of abutting lands and other 
 persons has been acquired and to which the owners or occupants 
 of abutting lands and other persons have no legal right of 
 access to or from the same except at such points only and in 
 such manner as may be determined by the public authority having 
 jurisdiction over such highway, street or roadway. 

    Subd. 55.    Implement of husbandry.  "Implement of 
 husbandry" has the meaning given in section 168A.01, subdivision 
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    Subd. 56.    Stand or standing.  "Stand or standing" 
 means the halting of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, 
 otherwise than temporarily for the purpose of and while actually 
 engaged in receiving or discharging passengers. 

    Subd. 57.    Stop.  "Stop" means complete cessation 
 from movement. 

    Subd. 58.    Stopping.  "Stopping" means any halting 
 even momentarily of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except 
 when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in 
 compliance with the directions of a police officer or traffic 
 control sign or signal. 

    Subd. 59.    Urban district.  "Urban district" means 
 the territory contiguous to and including any street which is 
 built up with structures devoted to business, industry, or 
 dwelling houses situated at intervals of less than 100 feet for 
 a distance of a quarter of a mile or more. 

    Subd. 60.    Service vehicle.  "Service vehicle" means 
 a motor vehicle owned and operated by a person, firm or 
 corporation engaged in a business which includes the repairing 
 or servicing of vehicles.  The term also includes snow removal 
 and road maintenance equipment not operated by or under contract 
 to the state or a governmental subdivision. 

    Subd. 61. Repealed, 2000 c 478 art 2 s 8 

    Subd. 62.    Bicycle route.  The term "bicycle route" 
 means a roadway or shoulder signed to encourage bicycle use. 

    Subd. 63.    Ride-sharing arrangement.  "Ridesharing 
 arrangement" means the transportation of persons, for a fee or 
 otherwise, in a motor vehicle when the transportation is 
 incidental to another purpose of the driver.  The term includes 
 the forms of shared transportation known as car pools, commuter 
 vanpools, and bus pools, whether or not furnished by an 
 employer.  A "ride-sharing arrangement" does not include 
 transportation of employees by an employer from one place of 
 employment to another. 

    Subd. 64.    Bus pool.  "Bus pool" means a prearranged 
 ridesharing arrangement in which a group of persons travel 
 together on a regular basis in a bus, especially to and from 
 their place of employment or to and from a transit stop 
 authorized by a local transit authority.  

    Subd. 65.    Car pool.  "Car pool" means a prearranged 
 ride-sharing arrangement in which two or more persons travel 
 together on a regular basis in an automobile, especially to and 
 from their place of employment or to and from a transit stop 
 authorized by a local transit authority.  

    Subd. 66.    Commuter vanpool.  "Commuter vanpool" means 
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 a prearranged ride-sharing arrangement in which seven to 16 
 persons travel together on a regular basis in a commuter van, 
 especially to and from their place of employment or to and from 
 a transit stop authorized by a local transit authority.  

    Subd. 67.    Alleyway.  "Alleyway" means a private or 
 public passage or way located in a municipality and which (1) is 
 less than the usual width of a street, (2) may be open to but is 
 not designed primarily for general vehicular traffic, (3) 
 intersects or opens to a street, and (4) is primarily used for 
 the ingress and egress or other convenience of two or more 
 owners of abutting real properties.  

    Subd. 68. Repealed, 2000 c 478 art 2 s 8 

    Subd. 69.    Bicycle path.  "Bicycle path" means a 
 bicycle facility designed for exclusive or preferential use by 
 persons using bicycles and constructed or developed separately 
 from the roadway or shoulder. 

    Subd. 70.    Bicycle lane.  "Bicycle lane" means a 
 portion of a roadway or shoulder designed for exclusive or 
 preferential use by persons using bicycles.  Bicycle lanes are 
 to be distinguished from the portion of the roadway or shoulder 
 used for motor vehicle traffic by physical barrier, striping, 
 marking, or other similar device. 

    Subd. 71.    Bicycle trail.  "Bicycle trail" means a 
 bicycle route or bicycle path developed by the commissioner of 
 natural resources under section 85.016. 

    Subd. 72.    Bikeway.  "Bikeway" means a bicycle lane, 
 bicycle path, or bicycle route, regardless of whether it is 
 designed for the exclusive use of bicycles or is to be shared 
 with other transportation modes. 

    Subd. 73.    Shoulder.  "Shoulder" means that part of a 
 highway which is contiguous to the regularly traveled portion of 
 the highway and is on the same level as the highway.  The 
 shoulder may be pavement, gravel, or earth. 

    Subd. 74.    Mobile crane.  "Mobile crane" means a 
 vehicle (1) not designed or used to transport persons or 
 property, (2) operated only incidentally on the highway and not 
 subject to vehicle registration under chapter 168, and (3) 
 comprising a boom and hoisting mechanism used in the 
 construction industry.  Mobile crane does not include a motor 
 vehicle, designed to transport persons or property, to which a 
 boom, hoist, crane, or other machinery has been attached. 

    Subd. 75.    Commercial motor vehicle.  (a) "Commercial 
 motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle or combination of motor 
 vehicles used to transport passengers or property if the motor 
 vehicle: 

    (1) has a gross vehicle weight of more than 26,000 pounds; 
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    (2) has a towed unit with a gross vehicle weight of more 
 than 10,000 pounds and the combination of vehicles has a 
 combined gross vehicle weight of more than 26,000 pounds; 

    (3) is a bus; 

    (4) is of any size and is used in the transportation of 
 hazardous materials that are required to be placarded under Code 
 of Federal Regulations, title 49, parts 100-185; or 

    (5) is outwardly equipped and identified as a school bus, 
 except for type A-I and type III school buses as defined in 
 subdivision 6. 

    (b) For purposes of chapter 169A: 

    (1) a commercial motor vehicle does not include a farm 
 truck, an authorized emergency vehicle, or a recreational 
 vehicle being operated by a person within the scope of section 
 171.02, subdivision 2, paragraph (b); and 

    (2) a commercial motor vehicle includes a vehicle capable 
 of or designed to meet the standards described in paragraph (a), 
 clause (2), whether or not the towed unit is attached to the 
 truck-tractor at the time of the violation or stop. 

    Subd. 76.    Hazardous materials.  "Hazardous materials" 
 means those materials found to be hazardous for the purposes of 
 the federal Hazardous Materials Transportation Act and that 
 require the motor vehicle to be placarded under Code of Federal 
 Regulations, title 49, parts 100-185. 

    Subd. 77.    Transit bus.  "Transit bus" means a bus 
 engaged in regular route transit as defined in section 174.22, 

 subdivision 8. 

    Subd. 78.    Recreational vehicle combination.  (a) 
 "Recreational vehicle combination" means a combination of 
 vehicles consisting of a pickup truck as defined in section 
 168.011, subdivision 29, attached by means of a fifth-wheel 

 coupling to a camper-semitrailer which has hitched to it a 
 trailer carrying a watercraft as defined in section 86B.005, 

 subdivision 18; off-highway motorcycle as defined in section 
 84.787, subdivision 7; motorcycle; motorized bicycle; snowmobile 

 as defined in section 84.81, subdivision 3; all-terrain vehicle 

 as defined in section 84.92, subdivision 8; or equestrian 

 equipment or supplies.  

    (b) For purposes of this subdivision: 

    (1) A "fifth-wheel coupling" is a coupling between a 
 camper-semitrailer and a towing pickup truck in which a portion 
 of the weight of the camper-semitrailer is carried over or 
 forward of the rear axle of the towing pickup. 

    (2) A "camper-semitrailer" is a trailer, other than a 
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 manufactured home as defined in section 327B.01, subdivision 13, 

 designed for human habitation and used for vacation or 
 recreational purposes for limited periods. 

    Subd. 79.    Rural mail carrier vehicle.  "Rural mail 
 carrier vehicle" is a motor vehicle operated by a rural mail 
 carrier on a rural mail route.  

    Subd. 80.    Head Start bus.  (a) "Head Start bus" means 
 a motor vehicle used to transport children and parents to or 
 from a Head Start facility, or to or from Head Start-related 
 activities, by the Head Start grantee, or by someone under an 
 agreement with the Head Start grantee.  A Head Start bus does 
 not include a motor vehicle transporting children or parents to 
 or from a Head Start facility for which parents or guardians 
 receive direct compensation from a Head Start grantee, a motor 
 coach operating under charter carrier authority, or a transit 
 bus providing services as defined in section 174.22, subdivision 

 7.  A Head Start bus may be a type A, B, C, or D bus or type III 
 bus, as described in subdivision 6. 

    (b) A Head Start bus manufactured after December 31, 1994, 
 must meet the same standards as a type A, B, C, or D school bus, 
 except that a Head Start bus is not required to be equipped with 
 the warning signals required for a school bus under section 
 169.442, subdivision 1.  A Head Start bus must be painted colors 

 other than national school bus yellow. 

    Subd. 81.    Residential roadway.  "Residential roadway" 
 means a street or portion of a street that is less than one-half 
 mile in length and is functionally classified as a local street 
 by the road authority having jurisdiction. 

    Subd. 82. Repealed, 2000 c 478 art 2 s 8 

    Subd. 83. Repealed, 2000 c 478 art 2 s 8 

    Subd. 84.    Daytime.  For purposes of regulating the 
 operation of a motor vehicle, "daytime" means the time from 
 one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset. 

    Subd. 85.    Nighttime.  For purposes of regulating the 
 operation of a motor vehicle, "nighttime" means the time from 
 one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour before sunrise. 

    Subd. 86. Repealed, 2000 c 478 art 2 s 8 

    Subd. 87. Repealed, 2000 c 478 art 2 s 8 

    Subd. 88. Repealed, 2000 c 478 art 2 s 8 

    Subd. 89. Repealed, 2000 c 478 art 2 s 8 

    Subd. 90.    Electric personal assistive mobility device. 
  "Electric personal assistive mobility device" means a 
 self-balancing device with two nontandem wheels, designed to 
 transport not more than one person, and operated by an electric 
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 propulsion system that limits the maximum speed of the device to 
 15 miles per hour. 

    HIST: (2720-151) 1937 c 464 s 1; Ex1937 c 38 s 1; 1939 c 430 s 
 1; 1947 c 204 s 1; 1947 c 428 s 1-4; 1949 c 90 s 1; 1949 c 247 s 
 1; 1951 c 114 s 1; 1951 c 331 s 1; 1953 c 289 s 1; 1953 c 303 s 
 1; 1955 c 536 s 1; 1959 c 521 s 1; 1961 c 42 s 1; 1963 c 357 s 
 1; 1971 c 164 s 1,2; 1973 c 27 s 1; 1974 c 379 s 1; 1975 c 29 s 
 2; 1976 c 104 s 1; 1976 c 166 s 7; 1977 c 214 s 6,7; 1978 c 494 
 s 1; 1978 c 613 s 4; 1978 c 727 s 1; 1978 c 739 s 1-5; 1981 c 
 321 s 2; 1982 c 468 s 1,2; 1983 c 198 s 4; 1983 c 311 s 3-6; 
 1984 c 403 s 1; 1984 c 417 s 23; 1984 c 430 s 1; 1984 c 549 s 
 26-28; 1985 c 248 s 70; 1986 c 310 s 1; 1986 c 398 art 13 s 2; 
 1986 c 444; 1987 c 255 s 7-13; 1987 c 269 s 4; 1989 c 209 art 2 
 s 1; 1989 c 250 s 1; 1989 c 307 s 2,3; 1990 c 497 s 9; 1990 c 
 529 s 1,2; 1991 c 112 s 1; 1991 c 277 s 2,17; 1991 c 333 s 
 10,11; 1992 c 513 art 3 s 33; 1992 c 578 s 4; 1993 c 83 s 1; 
 1993 c 111 s 1,3; 1993 c 117 s 5; 1993 c 187 s 2; 1994 c 478 s 
 1; 1994 c 603 s 1,2; 1994 c 635 art 1 s 10; 1994 c 647 art 12 s 
 11; 1995 c 3 s 1; 1Sp1995 c 3 art 2 s 30; 1996 c 412 art 2 s 14; 
 1996 c 435 s 13,14; 1996 c 442 s 3,4; 1997 c 143 s 5-8; 1997 c 
 159 art 2 s 17; 1Sp1997 c 2 s 21-25; 1Sp1997 c 4 art 12 s 5; 
 1998 c 397 art 11 s 3; 1998 c 398 art 6 s 30; 1999 c 241 art 9 s 
 40; 2000 c 478 art 2 s 7; 2001 c 97 s 1,5; 2001 c 119 s 1; 2001 
 c 161 s 58; 1Sp2001 c 8 art 2 s 7; 2002 c 285 s 2,3; 1Sp2003 c 
 19 art 2 s 64; 2004 c 294 art 2 s 17,18; 2005 c 135 s 4,5; 
 1Sp2005 c 6 art 3 s 36-38 

                

Please direct all comments concerning issues or legislation  
to your House Member or State Senator. 

For Legislative Staff or for directions to the Capitol, visit the Contact Us page. 

General questions or comments. 
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 169.03 Emergency vehicles; exemptions; application. 

    Subdivision 1.    Scope.  The provisions of this chapter 
 applicable to the drivers of vehicles upon the highways shall 
 apply to the drivers of all vehicles owned or operated by the 
 United States, this state, or any county, city, town, district, 
 or any other political subdivision of the state, subject to such 
 specific exemptions as are set forth in this chapter with 
 reference to authorized emergency vehicles. 

    Subd. 2.    Stops.  The driver of any authorized 
 emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency call, upon 
 approaching a red or stop signal or any stop sign shall slow 
 down as necessary for safety, but may proceed cautiously past 
 such red or stop sign or signal after sounding siren and 
 displaying red lights, except that a law enforcement vehicle 
 responding to an emergency call shall sound its siren or display 
 at least one lighted red light to the front. 

    Subd. 3.    One-way roadway.  The driver of any 
 authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to any emergency 
 call, may enter against the run of traffic on any one-way 
 street, or highway where there is authorized division of 
 traffic, to facilitate traveling to the area in which an 
 emergency has been reported; and the provisions of this section 
 shall not affect any cause of action arising prior to its 
 passage. 

    Subd. 4.    Parking at emergency scene.  An authorized 
 emergency vehicle, when at the scene of a reported emergency, 
 may park or stand, notwithstanding any law or ordinance to the 
 contrary. 

    Subd. 5.    Course of duty.  No driver of any authorized 
 emergency vehicle shall assume any special privilege under this 
 chapter except when such vehicle is operated in response to any 
 emergency call or in the immediate pursuit of an actual or 
 suspected violator of the law. 

    Subd. 6.    Working on highway.  (a) The provisions of 
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 this chapter shall not apply to persons, motor vehicles, and 
 other equipment while actually engaged in work upon the highway, 
 except as provided in paragraphs (b) and (c).  

    (b) This chapter shall apply to those persons and vehicles 
 when traveling to or from such work, except that persons 
 operating equipment owned, rented or hired by road authorities 
 shall be exempt from the width, height and length provisions of 
 sections 169.80 and 169.81 and shall be exempt from the weight 

 limitations of this chapter while engaged in snow or ice removal 
 and while engaged in flood control operations on behalf of the 
 state or a local governmental unit. 

    (c) Chapter 169A and section 169.444 apply to persons while 

 actually engaged in work upon the highway. 

    Subd. 7.    Streetcars.  Streetcars, except where 
 otherwise specifically provided, shall be governed by the same 
 rules as provided in this chapter for vehicles and motor 
 vehicles, only insofar as such rules apply to speed, stopped at 
 through streets and railroad tracks, and obeying signals of 
 traffic-control devices and rights-of-way, driving under the 
 influence of drugs or intoxicating liquor, careless driving, and 
 the stopping at the scene of an accident and giving the 
 information as required by this chapter, and following vehicles 
 too closely, and shall be entitled to the same rights and 
 benefits of this chapter, as to warning, turning and stopping 
 signals and rights-of-way, as any vehicles or motor vehicle in 
 the streets and highways of this state. 

    Subd. 8.    Transportation by animal.  Every person 
 riding an animal or driving any animal drawing a vehicle upon a 
 roadway shall be subject to the provisions of this chapter 
 applicable to the driver of a vehicle, except those provisions 
 which by their nature can have no application. 

    Subd. 9. Renumbered 169.022 

    HIST: (2720-155, 2720-156) 1937 c 464 s 5-7; 1945 c 383 s 1; 
 1949 c 521; 1957 c 130 s 1; 1959 c 66 s 1; 1973 c 28 s 1; 1974 c 
 23 s 1; 1974 c 350 s 1; 1978 c 739 s 6; 1981 c 321 s 3; 1985 c 
 248 s 70; 1987 c 63 s 1; 1999 c 241 art 9 s 41; 2000 c 478 art 2 
 s 7; 2001 c 24 s 1; 2002 c 319 s 1 

                

Please direct all comments concerning issues or legislation  
to your House Member or State Senator. 

For Legislative Staff or for directions to the Capitol, visit the Contact Us page. 

General questions or comments. 
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 169.17 Emergency vehicle. 

    The speed limitations set forth in sections 169.14 to 

 169.17 do not apply to an authorized emergency vehicle 
 responding to an emergency call.  Drivers of all emergency 
 vehicles shall sound an audible signal by siren and display at 
 least one lighted red light to the front, except that law 
 enforcement vehicles shall sound an audible signal by siren or 
 display at least one lighted red light to the front.  This 
 provision does not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency 
 vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of 
 persons using the street, nor does it protect the driver of an 
 authorized emergency vehicle from the consequence of a reckless 
 disregard of the safety of others. 

    HIST: (2720-181) 1937 c 464 s 31; 1947 c 428 s 14; 1997 c 143 
 s 13; 1997 c 159 art 2 s 22; 1998 c 263 s 1 
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 169.06 Signs, signals, markings. 

    Subdivision 1.    Uniform system.  The commissioner 
 shall adopt a manual and specifications for a uniform system of 
 traffic-control devices consistent with the provisions of this 
 chapter for use upon highways within this state.  Such uniform 
 system shall correlate with and so far as possible conform to 
 the system then current as approved by the American Association 
 of State Highway Officials.  The manual and specifications must 
 include the design and wording of minimum-maintenance road 
 signs.  The adoption of the manual and specifications by the 
 commissioner as herein provided is specifically exempted from 
 chapter 14, including section 14.386. 

    Subd. 2.    Placement and maintenance on trunk highway.  
  (a) The commissioner shall place and maintain such 
 traffic-control devices, conforming to the manual and 
 specifications, upon all state trunk highways as the 
 commissioner shall deem necessary to indicate and to carry out 
 the provisions of this chapter or to regulate, warn, or guide 
 traffic.  The commissioner may construct and maintain signs at 
 the entrance of each city, which sign shall have placed thereon 
 the name of the city and the population thereof.  The 
 commissioner may construct and maintain other directional signs 
 upon the trunk highways and such signs shall be uniform.  The 
 commissioner may authorize variations from the manual and 
 specifications for the purpose of investigation and research 
 into the use and development of traffic control devices.  When 
 such authorized variation pertains to the regulation of traffic, 
 notice of the intended regulatory purpose shall be published in 
 a qualified newspaper of general circulation in the area where 
 the research is being conducted.  

    (b) No other authority shall place or maintain any traffic 
 control device upon any highway under the jurisdiction of the 
 commissioner except by the latter's permission.  

    Subd. 3.    Placement and maintenance by local authority.  
  Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions shall 
 place and maintain such traffic-control devices upon highways 
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 under their jurisdiction as they may deem necessary to indicate 
 and to carry out the provisions of this chapter or local traffic 
 ordinances, or to regulate, warn, or guide traffic.  All such 
 traffic-control devices hereafter erected shall conform to the 
 state manual and specifications.  

    Subd. 4.    Obedience to traffic-control signal or 
 flagger; presumptions.  (a) The driver of any vehicle shall 
 obey the instructions of any official traffic-control device 
 applicable thereto placed in accordance with the provisions of 
 this chapter, unless otherwise directed by a traffic or police 
 officer, subject to the exceptions granted the driver of an 
 authorized emergency vehicle in this chapter.  

    (b) No provision of this chapter for which official 
 traffic-control devices are required shall be enforced against 
 an alleged violator if at the time and place of the alleged 
 violation an official device is not in proper position and 
 sufficiently legible to be seen by an ordinarily observant 
 person.  Whenever a particular section does not state that 
 official traffic-control devices are required, such section 
 shall be effective even though no devices are erected or in 
 place.  

    (c) Whenever official traffic-control devices are placed in 
 position approximately conforming to the requirements of this 
 chapter, such devices shall be presumed to have been so placed 
 by the official act or direction of lawful authority, unless the 
 contrary shall be established by competent evidence.  

    (d) Any official traffic-control device placed pursuant to 
 the provisions of this chapter and purporting to conform to the 
 lawful requirements pertaining to such devices shall be presumed 
 to comply with the requirements of this chapter, unless the 
 contrary shall be established by competent evidence.  

    (e) A flagger in a designated work zone may stop vehicles 
 and hold vehicles in place until it is safe for the vehicles to 
 proceed.  A person operating a motor vehicle that has been 
 stopped by a flagger in a designated work zone may proceed after 
 stopping only on instruction by the flagger. 

    Subd. 5.    Traffic-control signal.  (a) Whenever 
 traffic is controlled by traffic-control signals exhibiting 
 different colored lights, or colored lighted arrows, 
 successively one at a time or in combination, only the colors 
 Green, Red, and Yellow shall be used, except for special 
 pedestrian signals carrying a word or legend.  The 
 traffic-control signal lights or colored lighted arrows indicate 
 and apply to drivers of vehicles and pedestrians as follows: 

    (1) Green indication: 

    (i) Vehicular traffic facing a circular green signal may 
 proceed straight through or turn right or left unless a sign at 
 such place prohibits either turn.  But vehicular traffic, 
 including vehicles turning right or left, shall yield the 
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 right-of-way to other vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully 
 within the intersection or adjacent crosswalk at the time this 
 signal is exhibited.  

    (ii) Vehicular traffic facing a green arrow signal, shown 
 alone or in combination with another indication, may cautiously 
 enter the intersection only to make the movement indicated by 
 the arrow, or other movement as permitted by other indications 
 shown at the same time.  Such vehicular traffic shall yield the 
 right-of-way to pedestrians lawfully within an adjacent 
 crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection.  

    (iii) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control 
 signal as provided in subdivision 6, pedestrians facing any 
 green signal, except when the sole green signal is a turn arrow, 
 may proceed across the roadway within any marked or unmarked 
 crosswalk.  Every driver of a vehicle shall yield the 
 right-of-way to such pedestrian, except that the pedestrian 
 shall yield the right-of-way to vehicles lawfully within the 
 intersection at the time that the green signal indication is 
 first shown. 

    (2) Steady yellow indication: 

    (i) Vehicular traffic facing a circular yellow signal is 
 thereby warned that the related green movement is being 
 terminated or that a red indication will be exhibited 
 immediately thereafter when vehicular traffic must not enter the 
 intersection, except for the continued movement allowed by any 
 green arrow indication simultaneously exhibited.  

    (ii) Pedestrians facing a circular yellow signal, unless 
 otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal as provided in 
 subdivision 6, are thereby advised that there is insufficient 
 time to cross the roadway before a red indication is shown and 
 no pedestrian shall then start to cross the roadway.  

    (iii) Vehicular traffic facing a steady yellow arrow signal 
 is thereby warned that the protected vehicular movement 
 permitted by the corresponding prior green arrow indication is 
 being terminated.  

    (3) Steady red indication: 

    (i) Vehicular traffic facing a circular red signal alone 
 must stop at a clearly marked stop line but, if none, before 
 entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or, 
 if none, then before entering the intersection and shall remain 
 standing until a green indication is shown, except as follows:  
 (A) the driver of a vehicle stopped as close as practicable at 
 the entrance to the crosswalk on the near side of the 
 intersection or, if none, then at the entrance to the 
 intersection in obedience to a red or stop signal, and with the 
 intention of making a right turn may make the right turn, after 
 stopping, unless an official sign has been erected prohibiting 
 such movement, but shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians 
 and other traffic lawfully proceeding as directed by the signal 
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 at that intersection; or (B) the driver of a vehicle on a 
 one-way street intersecting another one-way street on which 
 traffic moves to the left shall stop in obedience to a red or 
 stop signal and may then make a left turn into the one-way 
 street, unless an official sign has been erected prohibiting the 
 movement, but shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians and 
 other traffic lawfully proceeding as directed by the signal at 
 that intersection. 

    (ii) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control 
 signal as provided in subdivision 6, pedestrians facing a steady 
 red signal alone shall not enter the roadway.  

    (iii) Vehicular traffic facing a steady red arrow signal, 
 with the intention of making a movement indicated by the arrow, 
 must stop at a clearly marked stop line but, if none, before 
 entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or, 
 if none, then before entering the intersection and must remain 
 standing until a permissive signal indication permitting the 
 movement indicated by the red arrow is displayed, except as 
 follows:  when an official sign has been erected permitting a 
 turn on a red arrow signal, the vehicular traffic facing a red 
 arrow signal indication is permitted to enter the intersection 
 to turn right, or to turn left from a one-way street into a 
 one-way street on which traffic moves to the left, after 
 stopping, but must yield the right-of-way to pedestrians and 
 other traffic lawfully proceeding as directed by the signal at 
 that intersection.  

    (b) In the event an official traffic-control signal is 
 erected and maintained at a place other than an intersection, 
 the provisions of this section are applicable except those which 
 can have no application.  Any stop required must be made at a 
 sign or marking on the pavement indicating where the stop must 
 be made, but in the absence of any such sign or marking the stop 
 must be made at the signal. 

    (c) When a traffic-control signal indication or indications 
 placed to control a certain movement or lane are so identified 
 by placing a sign near the indication or indications, no other 
 traffic-control signal indication or indications within the 
 intersection controls vehicular traffic for that movement or 
 lane. 

    Subd. 5a.    Traffic control signal; override system.  
 All electronic traffic control signals installed by a road 
 authority on and after January 1, 1995, must be prewired to 
 facilitate a later addition of a system that allows the operator 
 of an authorized emergency vehicle to activate a green traffic 
 signal for the vehicle. 

    Subd. 5b.    Possession of traffic signal-override device. 
  (a) For purposes of this subdivision, "traffic 
 signal-override device" means a device located in a motor 
 vehicle that permits activation of a traffic signal-override 
 system described in subdivision 5a. 
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    (b) No person may operate a motor vehicle that contains a 
 traffic signal-override device, other than: 

    (1) an authorized emergency vehicle described in section 
 169.01, subdivision 5, clause (1), (2), or (3); 

    (2) a vehicle, including a rail vehicle, engaged in 
 providing bus rapid transit service or light rail transit 
 service; 

    (3) a signal maintenance vehicle of a road authority; or 

    (4) a vehicle authorized to contain such a device by order 
 of the commissioner of public safety. 

    (c) No person may possess a traffic signal-override device, 
 other than: 

    (1) a person authorized to operate a vehicle described in 
 paragraph (b), clauses (1) and (2), but only for use in that 
 vehicle; 

    (2) a person authorized by a road authority to perform 
 signal maintenance, while engaged in such maintenance; or 

    (3) a person authorized by order of the commissioner of 
 public safety to possess a traffic signal-override device, but 
 only to the extent authorized in the order. 

    (d) A violation of this subdivision is a misdemeanor. 

    Subd. 6.    Pedestrian control signal.  (a) Whenever 
 special pedestrian-control signals exhibiting the words "Walk" 
 or "Don't Walk" or symbols of a "walking person" or "upraised 
 hand" are in place, the signals or symbols indicate as follows: 

    (1) A steady "Walk" signal or the symbol of a "walking 
 person" indicates that a pedestrian facing either of these 
 signals may proceed across the roadway in the direction of the 
 signal, possibly in conflict with turning vehicles.  Every 
 driver of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to such 
 pedestrian except that the pedestrian shall yield the 
 right-of-way to vehicles lawfully within the intersection at the 
 time that either signal indication is first shown. 

    (2) A "Don't Walk" signal or the symbol of an "upraised 
 hand," flashing or steady, indicates that a pedestrian shall not 
 start to cross the roadway in the direction of either signal, 
 but any pedestrian who has partially crossed on the "Walk" or 
 "walking person" signal indication shall proceed to a sidewalk 
 or safety island while the signal is showing. 

    (b) A pedestrian crossing a roadway in conformity with this 
 section is lawfully within the intersection and, when in a 
 crosswalk, is lawfully within the crosswalk. 

    Subd. 7.    Flashing signal.  When flashing red or 
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 yellow signals are used they shall require obedience by 
 vehicular traffic as follows: 

    (a) When a circular red lens is illuminated with rapid 
 intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles shall stop at a 
 clearly marked stop line, but if none, before entering the 
 crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or if none, then 
 at the point nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver 
 has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway 
 before entering the intersection, and the right to proceed shall 
 be subject to the rules applicable after making a stop at a stop 
 sign.  

    (b) When a red arrow lens is illuminated with rapid 
 intermittent flashes drivers of vehicles with the intention of 
 making a movement indicated by the arrow shall stop at a clearly 
 marked stop line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk on 
 the near side of the intersection, or if none, then at the point 
 nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of 
 approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before entering 
 the intersection, and the right to proceed shall be subject to 
 the rules applicable after making a stop at a stop sign.  

    (c) When a circular yellow lens is illuminated with rapid 
 intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles may proceed through 
 the intersection or past the signals only with caution.  

    (d) When a yellow arrow indication is illuminated with 
 rapid intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles with the 
 intention of making a movement indicated by the arrow may 
 proceed through the intersection or past the signals only with 
 caution.  

    Subd. 8.    Lane-direction-control signal.  When 
 lane-direction-control signals are placed over individual lanes 
 of a street or highway, vehicular traffic may travel in lanes as 
 follows: 

    (a) Vehicular traffic facing a green arrow indication is 
 permitted to drive in the lane over which the arrow signal is 
 located.  

    (b) Vehicular traffic facing a red "X" indication shall not 
 drive in the lane over which the signal is located.  

    (c) Vehicular traffic facing a steady yellow "X" indication 
 is thereby warned that use of the lane over which the signal is 
 located is being terminated, or that a red "X" indication will 
 be exhibited immediately thereafter when vehicular traffic shall 
 not drive in the lane.  

    (d) Vehicular traffic facing a yellow "X" indication 
 illuminated with rapid intermittent flashes is permitted to use 
 a lane over which the signal is located for a left turn or for a 
 passing maneuver, using proper caution.  

    Subd. 9.    Affirmative defense relating to unchanging 
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 traffic-control signal.  (a) A person operating a motorcycle 
 who violates subdivision 4 by entering or crossing an 
 intersection controlled by a traffic-control signal against a 
 red light has an affirmative defense to that charge if the 
 person establishes all of the following conditions: 

    (1) the motorcycle has been brought to a complete stop; 

    (2) the traffic-control signal continues to show a red 
 light for an unreasonable time; 

    (3) the traffic-control signal is apparently malfunctioning 
 or, if programmed or engineered to change to a green light only 
 after detecting the approach of a motor vehicle, the signal has 
 apparently failed to detect the arrival of the motorcycle; and 

    (4) no motor vehicle or person is approaching on the street 
 or highway to be crossed or entered or is so far away from the 
 intersection that it does not constitute an immediate hazard. 

    (b) The affirmative defense in this subdivision applies 
 only to a violation for entering or crossing an intersection 
 controlled by a traffic-control signal against a red light and 
 does not provide a defense to any other civil or criminal action.

    HIST: (2720-160, 2720-161, 2720-162, 2720-163, 2720-164, 
 2720-165) 1937 c 464 s 10-15; 1939 c 413; 1941 c 419; 1947 c 
 428 s 5,6; 1955 c 325 s 1; 1957 c 369 s 1; 1961 c 31 s 1; 1963 c 
 357 s 2-4; 1965 c 31 s 1; 1965 c 51 s 23; 1965 c 133 s 1; 1969 c 
 876 s 1-6; 1971 c 17 s 1; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1975 c 49 s 1; 
 1982 c 424 s 130; 1985 c 215 s 2; 1986 c 444; 1993 c 115 s 1; 
 1994 c 635 art 1 s 11; 1995 c 233 art 2 s 56; 1997 c 159 art 2 s 
 19; 1997 c 187 art 5 s 24; 2002 c 371 art 1 s 42; 2005 c 136 art 
 18 s 1; 1Sp2005 c 6 art 3 s 39,40 

                

Please direct all comments concerning issues or legislation  
to your House Member or State Senator. 

For Legislative Staff or for directions to the Capitol, visit the Contact Us page. 

General questions or comments. 
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 169.305 Controlled-access rules and penalties. 

    Subdivision 1.    Entrance and exit; crossover; use 
 regulations; signs; rules.  (a) No person shall drive a 
 vehicle onto or from any controlled-access highway except at 
 such entrances and exits as are established by public authority. 

    (b) When special crossovers between the main roadways of a 
 controlled-access highway are provided for emergency vehicles or 
 maintenance equipment and such crossovers are signed to prohibit 
 "U" turns, it shall be unlawful for any vehicle, except an 
 emergency vehicle, maintenance equipment, or construction 
 equipment including contractor's and state-owned equipment when 
 operating within a marked construction zone, to use such 
 crossover.  Vehicles owned and operated by elderly and needy 
 persons under contract with the commissioner of transportation 
 pursuant to section 160.282 for maintenance services on highway 

 rest stop and tourist centers outside the seven-county 
 metropolitan area as defined in section 473.121, may also use 

 these crossovers while those persons are proceeding to or from 
 work in the rest area or tourist center if authorized by the 
 commissioner, and the vehicle carries on its roof a distinctive 
 flag designed and issued by the commissioner.  For the purposes 

 of this clause "emergency vehicle"  includes a tow truck or 
 towing vehicle if it is on the way to the location of an 
 accident or a disabled vehicle. 

    (c) The commissioner of transportation may by order, and 
 any public authority may by ordinance, with respect to any 
 controlled-access highway under their jurisdictions prohibit or 
 regulate the use of any such highway by pedestrians, bicycles, 
 or other nonmotorized traffic, or by motorized bicycles, or by 
 any class or kind of traffic which is found to be incompatible 
 with the normal and safe flow of traffic. 

    (d) The commissioner of transportation or the public 
 authority adopting any such prohibitory rules shall erect and 
 maintain official signs on the controlled-access highway on 
 which such rules are applicable and when so erected no person 
 shall disobey the restrictions stated on such signs. 
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    Subd. 2.    Backing.  Except for a driver of an 
 authorized emergency vehicle in the course of performing duties, 
 no driver of a vehicle shall back the same upon the roadway or 
 shoulder of any controlled-access highway. 

    Subd. 3.    Petty misdemeanor.  Any person violating the 
 provisions of this section or any order or ordinance promulgated 
 or enacted by the commissioner of transportation or a public 
 authority pursuant thereto is guilty of a petty misdemeanor. 

    HIST: 1959 c 439 s 1; 1961 c 72 s 1; 1971 c 236 s 1; Ex1971 c 
 27 s 9; 1974 c 406 s 39; 1976 c 166 s 7; 1977 c 214 s 9; 1978 c 
 494 s 2; 1980 c 533 s 12; 1985 c 248 s 70; 1986 c 444; 1991 c 
 112 s 5; 1995 c 186 s 119 

                

Please direct all comments concerning issues or legislation  
to your House Member or State Senator. 

For Legislative Staff or for directions to the Capitol, visit the Contact Us page. 

General questions or comments. 
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 169.55 Lights on all vehicles. 

    Subdivision 1.    Lights or reflectors required.  At the 
 times when lighted lamps on vehicles are required each vehicle 
 including an animal-drawn vehicle and any vehicle specifically 
 excepted in sections 169.47 to 169.79, with respect to equipment 

 and not hereinbefore specifically required to be equipped with 
 lamps, shall be equipped with one or more lighted lamps or 
 lanterns projecting a white light visible from a distance of 500 
 feet to the front of the vehicle and with a lamp or lantern 
 exhibiting a red light visible from a distance of 500 feet to 
 the rear, except that reflectors meeting the maximum 
 requirements of this chapter may be used in lieu of the lights 
 required in this subdivision.  It shall be unlawful except as 
 otherwise provided in this subdivision, to project a white light 
 to the rear of any such vehicle while traveling on any street or 
 highway, unless such vehicle is moving in reverse.  A lighting 
 device mounted on top of a vehicle engaged in deliveries to 
 residences may project a white light to the rear if the sign 
 projects one or more additional colors to the rear.  An 
 authorized emergency vehicle may display an oscillating, 
 alternating, or rotating white light used in connection with an 
 oscillating, alternating, or rotating red light when responding 
 to emergency calls. 

    Subd. 2.    Implement of husbandry.  (a) At the times 
 when lighted lamps on vehicles are required: 

    (1) every self-propelled implement of husbandry must be 
 equipped with at least one lamp displaying a white light to the 
 front, and at least one lamp displaying a red light to the rear; 

    (2) every self-propelled implement of husbandry must also 
 display two red reflectors visible to the rear; 

    (3) every combination of a self-propelled and towed 
 implement of husbandry must be equipped with at least one lamp 
 mounted to indicate as nearly as practicable the extreme left 
 projection of the combination and displaying a white or amber 
 light to the front and a red or amber light to the rear of the 
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 self-propelled implement of husbandry; and 

    (4) the last unit of every combination of implements of 
 husbandry must display two red reflectors visible to the rear.  

    (b) The reflectors must be of the type approved for use 
 upon commercial vehicles.  The reflectors must be mounted as 
 close as practicable to the extreme edges of the implement of 
 husbandry.  The reflectors must be reflex reflectors that are 
 visible at night from all distances within 600 feet to 100 feet 
 when directly in front of lawful lower beams of headlamps. 

    Subd. 3.    Implement of husbandry; hazard warning lights. 
  No person may operate a self-propelled implement of husbandry 
 manufactured after January 1, 1970, on a highway unless the 
 implement of husbandry displays vehicular hazard warning lights 
 visible to the front and rear in normal sunlight. 

    HIST: (2720-241) 1937 c 464 s 91; 1947 c 428 s 27; 1949 c 574; 
 1959 c 410 s 1; 1979 c 185 s 2; 1981 c 44 s 1; 1993 c 187 s 7,8; 
 1999 c 238 art 2 s 21,93; 2000 c 479 art 1 s 12 

                

Please direct all comments concerning issues or legislation  
to your House Member or State Senator. 

For Legislative Staff or for directions to the Capitol, visit the Contact Us page. 

General questions or comments. 
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 169.64 Prohibited lights; exceptions. 

    Subdivision 1.    Bright light.  Any lighted lamp or 
 illuminating device upon a motor vehicle, other than a headlamp, 
 a spot lamp, or an auxiliary driving lamp, which projects a beam 
 of light of an intensity greater than 300-candle power, shall be 
 so directed that no part of the beam will strike the level of 
 the roadway on which the vehicle stands at a distance of more 
 than 75 feet from the vehicle. 

    Subd. 2.    Colored light.  Unless otherwise authorized 
 by the commissioner of public safety, no vehicle shall be 
 equipped, nor shall any person drive or move any vehicle or 
 equipment upon any highway with any lamp or device displaying a 
 red light or any colored light other than those required or 
 permitted in this chapter. 

    Subd. 3.    Flashing lights.  Flashing lights are 
 prohibited, except on an authorized emergency vehicle, school 
 bus, bicycle as provided in section 169.222, subdivision 6, road 

 maintenance equipment, tow truck or towing vehicle, service 
 vehicle, farm tractor, self-propelled farm equipment, rural mail 
 carrier vehicle, funeral home vehicle, or on any vehicle as a 
 means of indicating a right or left turn, or the presence of a 
 vehicular traffic hazard requiring unusual care in approaching, 
 overtaking, or passing.  All flashing warning lights shall be of 
 the type authorized by section 169.59, subdivision 4, unless 

 otherwise permitted or required in this chapter. 

    Subd. 4.    Blue light.  (a) Except as provided in 
 paragraphs (b) to (d), blue lights are prohibited on all 
 vehicles except road maintenance equipment and snow removal 
 equipment operated by or under contract to the state or a 
 political subdivision thereof. 

    (b) Authorized emergency vehicles may display flashing blue 
 lights to the rear of the vehicle as a warning signal in 
 combination with other lights permitted or required by this 
 chapter.  In addition, authorized emergency vehicles may 
 display, mounted on the passenger side only, flashing blue 
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 lights to the front of the vehicle as a warning signal in 
 combination with other lights permitted or required by this 
 chapter.  

    (c) A motorcycle may display a blue light of up to one-inch 
 diameter as part of the motorcycle's rear brake light. 

    (d) A motor vehicle may display a blue light of up to 
 one-inch diameter as part of the vehicle's rear brake light if: 

    (1) the vehicle is a collector vehicle, as described in 
 section 168.10; or 

    (2) the vehicle is eligible to display a collector plate 
 under section 168.10. 

    Subd. 5.    Flashing light on tow truck.  A tow truck or 
 towing vehicle must be equipped with flashing or intermittent 
 red and amber lights of a type approved by the commissioner of 
 public safety.  The lights must be placed on the dome of the 
 vehicle at the highest practicable point visible from a distance 
 of 500 feet.  The flashing red light must be displayed only when 
 the tow truck or towing vehicle is engaged in emergency service 
 on or near the traveled portion of a highway.  The flashing 
 amber light may be displayed when the tow truck or towing 
 vehicle is moving a disabled vehicle.  

    Subd. 6.    Flashing amber light.  (a) Any service 
 vehicle may be equipped with a flashing amber lamp of a type 
 approved by the commissioner of public safety. 

    (b) A service vehicle shall not display the lighted lamp 
 authorized under paragraph (a) when traveling upon the highway 
 or at any other time except at the scene of a disabled vehicle 
 or while engaged in snow removal or road maintenance. 

    (c) A self-propelled implement of husbandry may display the 
 lighted lamp authorized under paragraph (a) at any time. 

    Subd. 7. Repealed, 1991 c 277 s 18 

    Subd. 8.    Strobe lamp.  (a) Notwithstanding sections 
 169.55, subdivision 1; 169.57, subdivision 3, paragraph (b); or 

 any other law to the contrary, a vehicle may be equipped with a 
 360-degree flashing strobe lamp that emits a white light with a 
 flash rate of 60 to 120 flashes a minute, and the lamp may be 
 used as provided in this subdivision, if the vehicle is: 

    (1) a school bus that is subject to and complies with the 
 equipment requirements of sections 169.441, subdivision 1, and 

 169.442, subdivision 1, or a Head Start bus that is not a type 

 III bus as defined in section 169.01, subdivision 6.  The lamp 

 shall be permanently mounted on the longitudinal centerline of 
 the bus roof not less than two feet nor more than seven feet 
 forward of the rear roof edge.  It shall operate from a separate 
 switch containing an indicator lamp to show when the strobe lamp 
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 is in use.  The strobe lamp may be lighted only when atmospheric 
 conditions or terrain restrict the visibility of school bus 
 lamps and signals or Head Start bus lamps and signals so as to 
 require use of the bright strobe lamp to alert motorists to the 
 presence of the school bus or Head Start bus.  A strobe lamp may 
 not be lighted unless the school bus or Head Start bus is 
 actually being used as a school bus or Head Start bus; or 

    (2) a road maintenance vehicle owned or under contract to 
 the Department of Transportation or a road authority of a 
 county, home rule or statutory city, or town, but the strobe 
 lamp may only be operated while the vehicle is actually engaged 
 in snow removal during daylight hours.  

    (b) Notwithstanding sections 169.55, subdivision 1; 169.57, 

 subdivision 3, paragraph (b); or any other law to the contrary, 
 a vehicle may be equipped with a 360-degree flashing strobe lamp 
 that emits an amber light with a flash rate of 60 to 120 flashes 
 a minute, and the lamp may be used as provided in this 
 subdivision, if the vehicle is a rural mail carrier vehicle, 
 provided that the strobe lamp is mounted at the highest 
 practicable point on the vehicle.  The strobe lamp may only be 
 operated while the vehicle is actually engaged during daylight 
 hours in the delivery of mail to residents on a rural mail route.

    (c) A strobe lamp authorized by this section shall be of a 
 double flash type certified to the commissioner of public safety 
 by the manufacturer as being weatherproof and having a minimum 
 effective light output of 200 candelas as measured by the 
 Blondel-Rey formula. 

    Subd. 9.    Warning lamp on vehicles collecting solid 
 waste.  A vehicle used to collect solid waste may be equipped 
 with a single amber gaseous discharge warning lamp that meets 
 the Society of Automotive Engineers standard J 1318, Class 2.  
 The lamp may be operated only when the collection vehicle is in 
 the process of collecting solid waste and is either: 

    (1) stopped at an establishment where solid waste is to be 
 collected; or 

    (2) traveling at a speed that is at least ten miles per 
 hour below the posted speed limit and moving between 
 establishments where solid waste is to be collected. 

    Subd. 10.    Cover for lamp or reflector.  (a) Except as 
 provided in paragraph (b), it is prohibited for any person to: 

    (1) equip a motor vehicle with any equipment or material 
 that covers a headlamp, taillamp, or reflector; or 

    (2) operate a motor vehicle fitted with or otherwise having 
 equipment or material that covers a headlamp, taillamp, or 
 reflector. 

    (b) Paragraph (a) does not apply to: 
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    (1) any manufacturer's original equipment or material; 

    (2) any equipment or material that is clear and colorless; 
 or 

    (3) the covering for auxiliary lights required under 
 section 169.56. 

    HIST: (2720-250) 1937 c 464 s 100; 1947 c 428 s 29; 1949 c 90 
 s 3; 1953 c 103 s 1; 1959 c 521 s 10; 1971 c 53 s 1; 1971 c 491 
 s 19,20; 1976 c 104 s 2,3; 1981 c 191 s 5; 1991 c 112 s 3,5; 
 1991 c 339 s 7; 1992 c 464 art 2 s 1; 1993 c 187 s 9; 1993 c 281 
 s 6; 1993 c 326 art 4 s 3; 1994 c 478 s 2,3; 1994 c 603 s 13; 
 1994 c 635 art 1 s 13; 1994 c 647 art 12 s 28; 1995 c 120 s 1; 
 1999 c 35 s 1; 2000 c 293 s 1; 2002 c 316 s 2; 2003 c 49 s 1 

                

Please direct all comments concerning issues or legislation  
to your House Member or State Senator. 

For Legislative Staff or for directions to the Capitol, visit the Contact Us page. 

General questions or comments. 
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 171.02 Licenses; types, endorsements, restrictions. 

    Subdivision 1.    License required.  Except when 
 expressly exempted, a person shall not drive a motor vehicle 
 upon a street or highway in this state unless the person has a 
 license valid under this chapter for the type or class of 
 vehicle being driven.  The department shall not issue a driver's 
 license to a person unless and until the person's license from 
 any jurisdiction has been invalidated.  The department shall 
 provide to the issuing department of any jurisdiction, 
 information that the licensee is now licensed in Minnesota.  A 
 person is not permitted to have more than one valid driver's 
 license at any time.  The department shall not issue to a person 
 to whom a current Minnesota identification card has been issued 
 a driver's license, other than a limited license, unless the 
 person's Minnesota identification card has been invalidated. 

    Subd. 2.    Driver's license classifications, 
 endorsements, exemptions.  (a) Drivers' licenses are 
 classified according to the types of vehicles that may be driven 
 by the holder of each type or class of license.  The 
 commissioner may, as appropriate, subdivide the classes listed 
 in this subdivision and issue licenses classified accordingly.  

    (b) Except as provided in paragraph (c), clauses (1) and 
 (2), and subdivision 2a, no class of license is valid to operate 
 a motorcycle, school bus, tank vehicle, double-trailer or 
 triple-trailer combination, vehicle transporting hazardous 
 materials, or bus, unless so endorsed.  There are four general 
 classes of licenses as described in paragraphs (c) through (f). 

    (c) Class D drivers' licenses are valid for: 

    (1) operating all farm trucks if the farm truck is: 

    (i) controlled and operated by a farmer, including 
 operation by an immediate family member or an employee of the 
 farmer; 

    (ii) used to transport agricultural products, farm 
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 machinery, or farm supplies, including hazardous materials, to 
 or from a farm; 

    (iii) not used in the operations of a common or contract 
 motor carrier as governed by Code of Federal Regulations, title 
 49, part 365; and 

    (iv) used within 150 miles of the farm; 

    (2) notwithstanding paragraph (b), operating an authorized 
 emergency vehicle, as defined in section 169.01, subdivision 5, 

 whether or not in excess of 26,000 pounds gross vehicle weight; 

    (3) operating a recreational vehicle as defined in section 
 168.011, subdivision 25, that is operated for personal use; 

    (4) operating all single-unit vehicles except vehicles with 
 a gross vehicle weight of more than 26,000 pounds, vehicles 
 designed to carry more than 15 passengers including the driver, 
 and vehicles that carry hazardous materials; 

    (5) notwithstanding paragraph (d), operating a type A 
 school bus without a school bus endorsement if: 

    (i) the bus has a gross vehicle weight of 10,000 pounds or 
 less; 

    (ii) the bus is designed to transport 15 or fewer 
 passengers, including the driver; and 

    (iii) the requirements of subdivision 2a are satisfied, as 
 determined by the commissioner; 

    (6) operating any vehicle or combination of vehicles when 
 operated by a licensed peace officer while on duty; and 

    (7) towing vehicles if: 

    (i) the towed vehicles have a gross vehicle weight of 
 10,000 pounds or less; or 

    (ii) the towed vehicles have a gross vehicle weight of more 
 than 10,000 pounds and the combination of vehicles has a gross 
 vehicle weight of 26,000 pounds or less. 

    (d) Class C drivers' licenses are valid for:  

    (1) operating class D motor vehicles; 

    (2) with a hazardous materials endorsement, transporting 
 hazardous materials in class D vehicles; and 

    (3) with a school bus endorsement, operating school buses 
 designed to transport 15 or fewer passengers, including the 
 driver. 

    (e) Class B drivers' licenses are valid for: 
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    (1) operating all class C motor vehicles, class D motor 
 vehicles, and all other single-unit motor vehicles including, 
 with a passenger endorsement, buses; and 

    (2) towing only vehicles with a gross vehicle weight of 
 10,000 pounds or less. 

    (f) Class A drivers' licenses are valid for operating any 
 vehicle or combination of vehicles. 

    Subd. 2a.    Exception for certain school bus drivers.  
 Notwithstanding subdivision 2, paragraph (c), the holder of a 
 class D driver's license, without a school bus endorsement, may 
 operate a type A school bus described in subdivision 2, 
 paragraph (b), under the following conditions: 

    (a) The operator is an employee of the entity that owns, 
 leases, or contracts for the school bus and is not solely hired 
 to provide transportation services under this subdivision. 

    (b) The operator drives the school bus only from points of 
 origin to points of destination, not including home-to-school 
 trips to pick up or drop off students.  

    (c) The operator is prohibited from using the eight-light 
 system.  Violation of this paragraph is a misdemeanor. 

    (d) The operator's employer has adopted and implemented a 
 policy that provides for annual training and certification of 
 the operator in: 

    (1) safe operation of the type of school bus the operator 
 will be driving; 

    (2) understanding student behavior, including issues 
 relating to students with disabilities; 

    (3) encouraging orderly conduct of students on the bus and 
 handling incidents of misconduct appropriately; 

    (4) knowing and understanding relevant laws, rules of the 
 road, and local school bus safety policies; 

    (5) handling emergency situations; and 

    (6) safe loading and unloading of students. 

    (e) A background check or background investigation of the 
 operator has been conducted that meets the requirements under 
 section 122A.18, subdivision 8, or 123B.03 for teachers; section 

 144.057 or chapter 245C for day care employees; or section 

 171.321, subdivision 3, for all other persons operating a type A 

 school bus under this subdivision. 

    (f) Operators shall submit to a physical examination as 
 required by section 171.321, subdivision 2. 
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    (g) The operator's driver's license is verified annually by 
 the entity that owns, leases, or contracts for the school bus. 

    (h) A person who sustains a conviction, as defined under 
 section 609.02, of violating section 169A.25, 169A.26, 169A.27, 

 169A.31, 169A.51, or 169A.52, or a similar statute or ordinance 

 of another state is precluded from operating a school bus for 
 five years from the date of conviction. 

    (i) A person who has ever been convicted of a disqualifying 
 offense as defined in section 171.3215, subdivision 1, paragraph 

 (c), may not operate a school bus under this subdivision. 

    (j) A person who sustains a conviction, as defined under 
 section 609.02, of a fourth moving offense in violation of 

 chapter 169 is precluded from operating a school bus for one 
 year from the date of the last conviction. 

    (k) Students riding the school bus must have training 
 required under section 123B.90, subdivision 2. 

    (l) An operator must be trained in the proper use of child 
 safety restraints as set forth in the National Highway Traffic 
 Safety Administration's "Guideline for the Safe Transportation 
 of Pre-school Age Children in School Buses." 

    (m) Annual certification of the requirements listed in this 
 subdivision must be maintained under separate file at the 
 business location for each operator licensed under this 
 subdivision and subdivision 2, paragraph (b), clause (5).  The 
 business manager, school board, governing body of a nonpublic 
 school, or any other entity that owns, leases, or contracts for 
 the school bus operating under this subdivision is responsible 
 for maintaining these files for inspection. 

    (n) The school bus must bear a current certificate of 
 inspection issued under section 169.451. 

    (o) The word "School" on the front and rear of the bus must 
 be covered by a sign that reads "Activities" when the bus is 
 being operated under authority of this subdivision. 

    Subd. 3.    Motorized bicycle.  (a) A motorized bicycle 
 may not be operated on any public roadway by any person who does 
 not possess a valid driver's license, unless the person has 
 obtained a motorized bicycle operator's permit or motorized 
 bicycle instruction permit from the commissioner of public 
 safety.  The operator's permit may be issued to any person who 
 has attained the age of 15 years and who has passed the 
 examination prescribed by the commissioner.  The instruction 
 permit may be issued to any person who has attained the age of 
 15 years and who has successfully completed an approved safety 
 course and passed the written portion of the examination 
 prescribed by the commissioner.  
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    (b) This course must consist of, but is not limited to, a 
 basic understanding of: 

    (1) motorized bicycles and their limitations; 

    (2) motorized bicycle laws and rules; 

    (3) safe operating practices and basic operating 
 techniques; 

    (4) helmets and protective clothing; 

    (5) motorized bicycle traffic strategies; and 

    (6) effects of alcohol and drugs on motorized bicycle 
 operators. 

    (c) The commissioner may adopt rules prescribing the 
 content of the safety course, examination, and the information 
 to be contained on the permits.  A person operating a motorized 
 bicycle under a motorized bicycle permit is subject to the 
 restrictions imposed by section 169.974, subdivision 2, on 

 operation of a motorcycle under a two-wheel instruction permit. 

    (d) The fees for motorized bicycle operator's permits are 
 as follows: 

       (1) Examination and operator's permit,
           valid for one year                     $ 6
       (2) Duplicate                              $ 3
       (3) Renewal permit before age 21
           and valid until age 21                 $ 9
       (4) Renewal permit age 21 or older 
           and valid for four years               $15
       (5) Duplicate of any renewal permit        $ 4.50

       (6) Written examination and
           instruction permit, valid for
           30 days                                $ 6

    Subd. 4.    Restricted commercial driver's license.  (a) 
 The commissioner may issue restricted commercial drivers' 
 licenses and take the following actions to the extent that the 
 actions are authorized by regulation of the United States 
 Department of Transportation in Code of Federal Regulations, 
 title 49, section 383.3, paragraph (f): 

    (1) prescribe examination requirements and other 
 qualifications for the license; 

    (2) prescribe classes of vehicles that may be operated by 
 holders of the license; 

    (3) specify commercial motor vehicle operation that is 
 authorized by the license, and prohibit other commercial motor 
 vehicle operation by holders of the license; and 

    (4) prescribe the period of time during which the license 
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 is valid. 

    (b) Restricted commercial drivers' licenses are subject to 
 sections 171.165 and 171.166 in the same manner as other 

 commercial drivers' licenses. 

    (c) Actions of the commissioner under this subdivision are 
 not subject to sections 14.05 to 14.47 of the Administrative 

 Procedure Act. 

    Subd. 5.    Exemption for certain backup snowplow drivers. 
  Pursuant to the waiver authorization set forth in Public Law 
 104-59, section 345, subsection (a), paragraph (5), a person who 
 operates a commercial motor vehicle for the purpose of removing 
 snow or ice from a roadway by plowing, salting, or sanding is 
 not required to hold a commercial driver's license if the person:

    (1) is an employee of a local unit of government with a 
 population of 3,000 or less; 

    (2) is operating within the boundaries of the local unit of 
 government; 

    (3) holds a valid class D driver's license; and 

    (4) except in the event of a lawful strike, is temporarily 
 replacing the employee who normally operates the vehicle but 
 either is unable to operate the vehicle or is in need of 
 additional assistance due to a snow emergency as determined by 
 the local unit of government. 

    HIST: (2720-143) 1939 c 401 s 2; 1963 c 393 s 1; 1971 c 644 s 
 4; 1973 c 16 s 1; 1977 c 214 s 12; 1977 c 429 s 63; 1978 c 479 s 
 1; 1979 c 227 s 3; 1981 c 363 s 29; 1984 c 546 s 1; 1985 c 248 s 
 70; 1985 c 291 s 19; 1986 c 444; 1986 c 454 s 21; 1987 c 269 s 
 7; 1987 c 358 s 110; 1989 c 301 s 4,5; 1989 c 307 s 17; 1989 c 
 342 s 21; 1990 c 529 s 5; 1991 c 174 s 8; 1991 c 298 art 7 s 2; 
 1991 c 333 s 24-26; 1992 c 581 s 14; 1993 c 78 s 4; 1993 c 142 s 
 1; 1993 c 266 s 20; 1994 c 465 art 3 s 48; 1995 c 95 s 7; 1995 c 
 174 s 3; 1996 c 275 s 1,2; 1997 c 35 s 1; 2001 c 97 s 3-5; 
 1Sp2001 c 6 art 2 s 60; 2002 c 371 art 1 s 50,51; 2003 c 15 art 
 1 s 33; 1Sp2003 c 19 art 2 s 38,64; 2005 c 160 s 1; 1Sp2005 c 6 
 art 3 s 59 

                

Please direct all comments concerning issues or legislation  
to your House Member or State Senator. 

For Legislative Staff or for directions to the Capitol, visit the Contact Us page. 

General questions or comments. 
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 171.165 Commercial driver's license, disqualification. 

    Subdivision 1.    Federal standards.  Subject to section 
 171.166, the commissioner shall disqualify a person from 

 operating commercial motor vehicles in accordance with the 
 driver disqualifications and penalties in Code of Federal 
 Regulations, title 49, part 383, subpart D and Code of Federal 
 Regulations, title 49, section 384.219. 

    Subd. 2.    Implied consent revocation.  The 
 commissioner shall disqualify a person from operating commercial 
 motor vehicles for a revocation under section 169A.52 or a 

 statute or ordinance from another state or jurisdiction in 
 conformity with it, in accordance with the driver 
 disqualifications and penalties in Code of Federal Regulations, 
 title 49, part 383, subpart D. 

    Subd. 3. Repealed, 1Sp2005 c 6 art 3 s 108 

    Subd. 4. Repealed, 1Sp2005 c 6 art 3 s 108 

    Subd. 4a. Repealed, 1Sp2005 c 6 art 3 s 108 

    Subd. 4b. Repealed, 1Sp2005 c 6 art 3 s 108 

    Subd. 5.    Rules.  The commissioner shall adopt rules 
 to administer this section.  The rules must include procedures 
 for issuing class D licenses to persons who have been 
 disqualified from operating commercial motor vehicles but whose 
 drivers' licenses have not otherwise been revoked, suspended, 
 canceled, or denied. 

    Subd. 6.    Exemptions.  (a) A disqualification shall 
 not be imposed under this section on a recreational vehicle 
 operator, farmer, or authorized emergency vehicle operator 
 operating a commercial motor vehicle within the scope of section 
 171.02, subdivision 2, paragraph (b). 

    (b) A conviction for a violation that occurred before 
 August 1, 2005, while operating a vehicle that is not a 
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 commercial motor vehicle shall not be counted as a first or 
 subsequent violation for purposes of determining the period for 
 which a driver must be disqualified under this section. 

    Subd. 7.    Scope.  This section applies to offenses 
 committed, and revocations imposed for incidents occurring, on 
 or after January 1, 1990. 

    HIST: 1989 c 307 s 28; 1991 c 333 s 29; 1994 c 501 s 7; 1996 c 
 275 s 10; 1999 c 93 s 1; 2000 c 478 art 2 s 7; 2002 c 371 art 1 
 s 60; 1Sp2005 c 6 art 3 s 72-74 

                

Please direct all comments concerning issues or legislation  
to your House Member or State Senator. 

For Legislative Staff or for directions to the Capitol, visit the Contact Us page. 

General questions or comments. 
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