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 66-1-4.1. Definitions.   
 
 

 

 A
  

s used in the Motor Vehicle Code: 
 

 

 Aa 
.     "abandoned vehicle" means a vehicle or motor vehicle that has been determined by 

 New Mexico law enforcement agency:  
 
 

 

 (d 
1)     to have been left unattended on either public or private property for at least thirty 
ays;  

 
 

2)     not to have been reported stolen;  (
  
 

 
 ( 3)     not to have been claimed by any person asserting ownership; and   
 
 

(4)     not to have been shown by normal record checking procedures to be owned by any  person;  
 
 

 

B.     "access aisle" means a space designed to allow a person with severe mobility 
impairment to safely exit and enter a motor vehicle and that is immediately adjacent to a 

esignated disabled parking space and that may be common to two such parking spaces 
f at least sixty inches in width or, if the parking space is designed for van accessibility, 

ninety-six inches in width, and clearly marked with blue striping;  

 d
o 

 
 

C.     "additional place of business", for dealers and auto recyclers, means locations in 
addition to an established place of business as defined in Section 

 

66-1-4.5 NMSA 1978 
and meeting all the requirements of an established place of business, except Paragraph 
5) of Subsection B of Section ( 66-1-4.5 NMSA 1978, but "additional place of business" 

does not mean a location used solely for storage and that is not used for wrecking, 
dismantling, sale or resale of vehicles;  
 

 

 

D.     "alcoholic beverages" means any and all distilled or rectified spirits, potable 
alcohol, brandy, whiskey, rum, gin, aromatic bitters or any similar alcoholic beverage, 
ncluding all blended or fermented beverages, dilutions or mixtures of one or more of the 

foregoing containing more than one-half percent alcohol but excluding medicinal bitters; 

 i 

 
 

  

 E.     "authorized emergency vehicle" means any fire department vehicle, police vehicle, 
ambulance and any emergency vehicles of municipal departments or public utilities that 
are designated or authorized as emergency vehicles by the director of the New Mexico 
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state police division of the department of public safety or local authorities; and  
 
 

 

  

F.     "auto recycler" means a person engaged in this state in an established business that 
includes acquiring vehicles that are required to be registered under the Motor Vehicle 
Code for the purpose of dismantling, wrecking, shredding, compacting, crushing or 
otherwise destroying vehicles for reclaimable parts or scrap material to sell.  
 
 
 
 66-3-835. Special restrictions on lamps. 
 
 

 

 

 a 

A.     Lighted lamps or illuminating devices upon a motor vehicle other than headlamps, 
spot lamps, auxiliary lamps, flashing turn signals, emergency vehicle warning lamps 
nd school bus warning lamps, which project a beam of light of an intensity greater than 

three hundred candlepower shall be directed so that no part of the high-intensity portion 
of the beam strikes the level of the roadway on which the vehicle stands at a distance of 
more than seventy-five feet from the vehicle.     
 
 

 

 

 o

B.     No person shall drive or move, upon any highway, any vehicle or equipment with a 
lamp or device thereon displaying a red light visible from directly in front of the center 
f the vehicle or equipment. This section does not apply to any vehicle upon which a red 

light visible from the front is expressly authorized or required by the Motor Vehicle 
Code [66-1-1 NMSA 1978].     
 

 

 

 

 

 a 
C.     Flashing lights are prohibited except as provided in Subsection D of this section 
nd except on authorized emergency vehicles, school buses, snow-removal equipment 

and highway-marking equipment. Flashing red lights may be used as warning lights on 
disabled or parked vehicles and on any vehicle as a means of indicating a turn.     
 
 

 

 

 d 

D.     Tow cars standing on highways for the purpose of removing, and actually engaged 
in removing, disabled vehicles, and while engaged in towing any disabled vehicle, may 

isplay flashing lights. This shall not be construed as permitting the use of flashing 
lights by tow cars in going to or returning from the location of disabled vehicles unless 
actually engaged in towing a disabled vehicle.     
 
 

 

 
 
 
E.     Only fire department vehicles, law enforcement agency vehicles, ambulances and 
school buses shall display flashing red lights visible from the front of the vehicle. All 
other vehicles authorized by the Motor Vehicle Code to display flashing lights visible 
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from the front of the vehicle may use any other color of light that is visible.     
 
 
 
 66-3-843. Horns and warning devices. 
 
 

 

 

 f 

A.     Every motor vehicle when operated upon a highway shall be equipped with a horn 
in good working order and capable of emitting sound audible under normal conditions 
rom a distance of not less than two hundred feet, but no horn or other warning device 

shall be used which does not produce a harmonious sound. The driver of a motor vehicle 
shall when reasonably necessary to ensure safe operation give audible warning with his 
horn but shall not otherwise use such horn when upon a highway.     
 
 

 

 

 B .     No vehicle shall be equipped with nor shall any person use upon a vehicle any 
siren, whistle or bell except as otherwise permitted in this section.     
 
 

 

 

 t 
C.     It is permissible, but not required, that any commercial vehicle be equipped with a 
heft-alarm signal device which is so arranged that it cannot be used by the driver as an 

ordinary warning signal.     
 
 

 

 

 
 

D.     Any authorized emergency vehicle may be equipped with a siren, whistle or bell, 
capable of emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of not less 
than five hundred feet and of a type approved by the division, but such siren shall not be 
used except when such vehicle is operated in response to an emergency call or in the 
immediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law, in which said latter 
events the driver of such vehicle shall sound said siren when reasonably necessary to 
warn pedestrians and other drivers of the approach thereof.     
 

 
 66-7-6. Authorized emergency vehicles. 
 

 

 

 

 

 t 

A.     The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency 
call or when in pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law or when responding 
o but not upon returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the privileges set forth in this 

section subject to the conditions stated. The chief of the New Mexico state police or the 
appropriate local agency may designate emergency vehicles and revoke the designation. 
When vehicles are so designated, they are authorized emergency vehicles.     
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 B .     The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle may:   
 
 

 

 

 (1)     park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of the Motor Vehicle Code [Articles 1 
to 8 of Chapter 66, except 66-7-102.1 NMSA 1978];     
 

 

 

 

 

 ( 2)     proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as 
necessary for safe operation;     
 
 

 

 

 ( 3)     exceed the maximum speed limits so long as he does not endanger life or property; 
and     
 
 

 

 

 ( 4)     disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in specified 
directions.     
 
 

 

 

 l 

C.     The exemptions granted to an authorized emergency vehicle apply only when the 
driver of the vehicle, while in motion, sounds an audible signal by bell, siren or exhaust 
whistle as reasonably necessary and when the vehicle is equipped with at least one 
ighted lamp displaying a red light visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a 

distance of five hundred feet to the front of the vehicle, except that an authorized 
emergency vehicle operated as a police vehicle need not be equipped with or display a 
red light visible from in front of the vehicle.     
 
 

 

 
 
 
D.     This section does not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from 
the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons nor does it protect the 
driver from the consequences of his reckless disregard for the safety of others.     
 
 
 
 66-7-332. Operation of vehicles on approach of authorized emergency vehicles. 
 
 

 

  

 A.     Upon the immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle displaying 
flashing emergency lights or when the driver is giving audible signal by siren, exhaust 
whistle or bell, the driver of every other vehicle shall yield the right of way and shall 
immediately drive to a position parallel to, and as close as possible to, the right-hand 
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edge or curb of the roadway clear of any intersection and shall stop and remain in that 
position until the authorized emergency vehicle has passed except when otherwise 
directed by a police officer.  
 
 

 

 

 B .     Upon approaching a stationary authorized emergency vehicle displaying flashing 
emergency lights, unless otherwise directed, the driver of a vehicle shall:  
 
 

 

 

 e 
(1)     if reasonably safe to do so, drive in a lane not adjacent to where the authorized 
mergency vehicle is stopped, decrease the speed of the vehicle to a speed that is 

reasonable and prudent under the circumstances and proceed with caution; or  
 
 

 

 

 e 
(2)     if it is not reasonably safe to drive in a lane not adjacent to where the authorized 
mergency vehicle is stopped, decrease the speed of the vehicle to a speed that is 

reasonable and prudent under the circumstances, proceed with caution and be prepared 
to stop.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
C.     This section shall not operate to relieve the driver of an authorized emergency 
vehicle from the duty to drive and park with due regard for the safety of all persons 
using the highway.  
 
 


