GS 20-157

§ 20-157. (Effective until July 1, 2006) Approach of police, fire department
or rescue squad vehicles or ambulances; driving over fire hose or blocking
firesfighting equipment; parking, etc., near police, fire department, or rescue
squad vehicle or ambulance.
(@ Upon the approach of any police or fire department vehicle or public or private
ambulance or rescue squad emergency service vehicle giving warning signal by
appropriate light and by audible bell, siren or exhaust whistle, audible under normal
conditions from a distance not less than 1000 feet, the driver of every other vehicle shall
immediately drive the same to a position as near as possible and parallel to the rightehand
edge or curb, clear of any intersection of streets or highways, and shall stop and remain in
such position unless otherwise directed by a police or traffic officer until police or fire
department vehicle or public or private ambulance or rescue squad emergency service
vehicle shall have passed. Provided, however, this subsection shall not apply to vehicles
traveling in the opposite direction of the vehicles herein enumerated when traveling on a
fourelane limited access highway with a median divider dividing the highway for vehicles
traveling in opposite directions, and provided further that the violation of this subsection
shall not be negligence per se. Violation of this subsection is a Class 2 misdemeanor.
(b) It shall be unlawful for the driver of any vehicle other than one on official business
to follow any fire apparatus traveling in response to afire alarm closer than one block or
to drive into or park such vehicle within one block where fire apparatus has stopped in
answer to afireaarm.
(c)  Outside of the corporate limits of any city or town it shall be unlawful for the
driver of any vehicle other than one on official businessto follow any fire apparatus
traveling in response to afire alarm closer than 400 feet or to drive into or park such
vehicle within a space of 400 feet from where fire apparatus has stopped in answer to a
firealarm.
(d) It shall be unlawful to drive amotor vehicle over afire hose or any other
equipment that is being used at afire at any time, or to block afiresfighting apparatus or
any other equipment from its source of supply regardless of its distance from the fire.
(e) It shall be unlawful for the driver of avehicle, other than one on official business,
to park and leave standing such vehicle within 100 feet of police or fire department
vehicles, public or private ambulances, or rescue squad emergency vehicles which are
engaged in the investigation of an accident or engaged in rendering assistance to victims
of such accident.
) When an authorized emergency vehicle as described in subsection (a) of this
section is parked or standing within 12 feet of aroadway and is giving awarning signal
by appropriate light, the driver of every other approaching vehicle shall, as soon asit is
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safe and when not otherwise directed by an individual lawfully directing traffic, do one of

the following:
(D Move the vehicle into alane that is not the lane nearest the parked or
standing authorized emergency vehicle and continue traveling in that lane
until safely clear of the authorized emergency vehicle. This paragraph
applies only if the roadway has at least two lanes for traffic proceeding in
the direction of the approaching vehicle and if the approaching vehicle may
change lanes safely and without interfering with any vehicular traffic.
(2)  Slow the vehicle, maintaining a safe speed for traffic conditions, and
operate the vehicle at areduced speed until completely past the authorized
emergency vehicle. This paragraph applies only if the roadway has only one
lane for traffic proceeding in the direction of the approaching vehicle or if
the approaching vehicle may not change lanes safely and without interfering
with any vehicular traffic.

Violation of this subsection shall not be negligence per se. (1937, c. 407, s. 119; 1955, cc.

173, 744; 1971, c. 366, ss. 1, 2; 1985, c. 764, s. 31; 1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 852, s. 17;

1993, c. 539, s. 372; 1994, EX. Sess,, C. 24, s. 14(c); 2001331, s. 1.)

§ 20-157. (Effective July 1, 2006) Approach of law enfor cement, fire
department or rescue squad vehicles or ambulances; driving over fire hose
or blocking firesfighting equipment; parking, etc., near law enforcement, fire
department, or rescue squad vehicle or ambulance.
(@ Upon the approach of any law enforcement or fire department vehicle or public or
private ambulance or rescue squad emergency service vehicle giving warning signal by
appropriate light and by audible bell, siren or exhaust whistle, audible under normal
conditions from a distance not less than 1000 feet, the driver of every other vehicle shall
immediately drive the same to a position as near as possible and parallel to the rightehand
edge or curb, clear of any intersection of streets or highways, and shall stop and remain in
such position unless otherwise directed by alaw enforcement or traffic officer until law
enforcement or fire department vehicle or public or private ambulance or rescue squad
emergency service vehicle shall have passed. Provided, however, this subsection shall not
apply to vehicles traveling in the opposite direction of the vehicles herein enumerated
when traveling on afourelane limited access highway with a median divider dividing the
highway for vehicles traveling in opposite directions, and provided further that the
violation of this subsection shall be negligence per se. Violation of this subsectionisa
Class 2 misdemeanor.
(b) It shall be unlawful for the driver of any vehicle other than one on official business

http://www.ncleg.net/enactedl egisl ati on/statutes/html/bysection/chapter_20/gs_20-157.html (2 of 4)8/27/2006 9:32:51 PM



GS 20-157

to follow any fire apparatus traveling in response to afire alarm closer than one block or
to drive into or park such vehicle within one block where fire apparatus has stopped in
answer to afireaarm.
(c)  Outside of the corporate limits of any city or town it shall be unlawful for the
driver of any vehicle other than one on official businessto follow any fire apparatus
traveling in response to afire alarm closer than 400 feet or to drive into or park such
vehicle within a space of 400 feet from where fire apparatus has stopped in answer to a
fireaarm.
(d) It shall be unlawful to drive a motor vehicle over afire hose or any other
equipment that is being used at afire at any time, or to block afiresfighting apparatus or
any other equipment from its source of supply regardless of its distance from the fire.
(e) It shall be unlawful for the driver of avehicle, other than one on official business,
to park and leave standing such vehicle within 100 feet of law enforcement or fire
department vehicles, public or private ambulances, or rescue squad emergency vehicles
which are engaged in the investigation of an accident or engaged in rendering assistance
to victims of such accident.
) When an authorized emergency vehicle as described in subsection (a) of this
section or any public service vehicle is parked or standing within 12 feet of a roadway and
Is giving awarning signal by appropriate light, the driver of every other approaching
vehicle shall, as soon as it is safe and when not otherwise directed by an individual
lawfully directing traffic, do one of the following:
(D Move the vehicle into alane that is not the lane nearest the parked or
standing authorized emergency vehicle and continue traveling in that lane
until safely clear of the authorized emergency vehicle. This paragraph
applies only if the roadway has at least two lanes for traffic proceeding in
the direction of the approaching vehicle and if the approaching vehicle may
change lanes safely and without interfering with any vehicular traffic.
(2)  Slow the vehicle, maintaining a safe speed for traffic conditions, and
operate the vehicle at a reduced speed and be prepared to stop until
completely past the authorized emergency vehicle. This paragraph applies
only if the roadway has only one lane for traffic proceeding in the direction
of the approaching vehicle or if the approaching vehicle may not change
lanes safely and without interfering with any vehicular traffic.
For purposes of this section, "public service vehicle" means a vehicle that has been called
to the scene by a motorist or alaw enforcement officer, is being used to assist motorists or
law enforcement officers with wrecked or disabled vehicles, and is operating an
amberecolored flashing light authorized by G.S. 20+130.2. Violation of this subsection
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shall be negligence per se.

(9) Except as provided in subsections (a), (h), and (i) of this section, violation of this
section shall be an infraction punishable by afine of two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00).
(n) A person who violates this section and causes damage to property in the
immediate area of the authorized emergency vehicle or public service vehicle in excess of
five hundred dollars ($500.00), or causes injury to alaw enforcement officer, afirefighter,
an emergency vehicle operator, an Incident Management Assistance Patrol member, a
public service vehicle operator, or any other emergency response person in the immediate
area of the authorized emergency vehicle or public service vehicleis guilty of aClass 1
misdemeanor.

(i) A person who violates this section and causes serious injury or death to alaw
enforcement officer, afirefighter, an emergency vehicle operator, an Incident
Management Assistance Patrol member, a public service vehicle operator, or any other
emergency response person in the immediate area of the authorized emergency vehicle or
public service vehicleis guilty of aClass| felony. The Division may suspend, for up to
six months, the driverslicense of any person convicted under this subsection. If the
Division suspends a person's license under this subsection, a judge may allow the licensee
alimited driving privilege for a period not to exceed the period of suspension, provided
the person's license has not also been revoked or suspended under any other provision of
law. The limited driving privilege shall be issued in the same manner and under the terms
and conditions prescribed in G.S. 20916.1(b). (1937, c. 407, s. 119; 1955, cc. 173, 744,
1971, c. 366, ss. 1, 2; 1985, c. 764, s. 31; 1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 852, s. 17; 1993, c.
539, s. 372; 1994, EX. Sess,, €. 24, s. 14(c); 2001331, s. 1; 2005189, s. 1.)
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§ 20°156. Exceptionsto therighteofeway rule.
(@  Thedriver of avehicle about to enter or cross ahighway from an alley, building
entrance, private road, or driveway shall yield the righteofeway to all vehicles
approaching on the highway to be entered.
(b)  Thedriver of avehicle upon the highway shall yield the righteofeway to police and
fire department vehicles and public and private ambulances, vehicles used by an organ
procurement organization or agency for the recovery or transportation of human tissues
and organs for transplantation or a vehicle operated by atransplant coordinator who is an
employee of an organ procurement organization or agency when the transplant
coordinator is responding to acall to recover or transport human tissues or organs for
transplantation, and to rescue squad emergency service vehicles and vehicles operated by
county fire marshals and civil preparedness coordinators when the operators of said
vehicles are giving awarning signal by appropriate light and by bell, siren or exhaust
whistle audible under normal conditions from a distance not less than 1,000 feet. When
appropriate warning signals are being given, as provided in this subsection, an emergency
vehicle may proceed through an intersection or other place when the emergency vehicleis
facing astop sign, ayield sign, or atraffic light which is emitting a flashing strobe signal
or abeam of steady or flashing red light. This provision shall not operate to relieve the
driver of apolice or fire department vehicle or public or private ambulance or vehicles
used by an organ procurement organization or agency for the recovery or transportation of
human tissues and organs for transplantation or a vehicle operated by a transplant
coordinator who is an employee of an organ procurement organization or agency when
the transplant coordinator is responding to a call to recover or transport human tissues or
organs for transplantation, or rescue squad emergency service vehicle or county fire
marshals or civil preparedness coordinators from the duty to drive with due regard for the
safety of al persons using the highway, nor shall it protect the driver of any such vehicle
or county fire marshal or civil preparedness coordinator from the consequence of any
arbitrary exercise of such righteofeway. (1937, c. 407, s. 118; 1971, cc. 78, 106; 1973, c.
1330, s. 21; 1977, ¢c. 52, s. 4; ¢. 438, s. 3; 1985, c. 427; 1989, c. 537, s. 3.)
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§ 20-130.1. Useof red or bluelights on vehicles prohibited; exceptions.
(@ It isunlawful for any person to install or activate or operate ared light in or on any
vehiclein this State. As used in this subsection, unless the context requires otherwise,
"red light" means an operable red light not sealed in the manufacturer's original package
which: (i) is designed for use by an emergency vehicle or is similar in appearance to ared
light designed for use by an emergency vehicle; and (ii) can be operated by use of the
vehicle's battery, vehicle's electrical system, or adry cell battery. Asused in this
subsection, the term "red light" shall also mean any forward facing red light installed on a
vehicle after initial manufacture of the vehicle.
(b)  The provisions of subsection (a) of this section do not apply to the following:
(1) A policecar;
(2) A highway patrol car;
(3) A vehicle owned by the Wildlife Resources Commission and
operated exclusively for lawesenforcement purposes;
(4)  Anambulance;
(5 A vehicle used by an organ procurement organization or agency for
the recovery and transportation of blood, human tissues, or organs for
transplantation;
(6) A firesfighting vehicle;
(7) A schooal bus;
(8) A vehicle operated by any member of amunicipal or rural fire
department in the performance of his duties, regardless of whether members
of that fire department are paid or voluntary;
(99 A vehicleof avoluntary lifesaving organization (including the
private vehicles of the members of such an organization) that has been
officially approved by the local police authorities and which is manned or
operated by members of that organization while answering an official call;
(10) A vehicle operated by medical doctors or anesthetists in emergencies,
(11) A motor vehicle used in law enforcement by the sheriff, or any
salaried rural policeman in any county, regardless of whether or not the
county owns the vehicle;
(11a) A vehicle operated by the State Fire Marshal or his representativesin
the performance of their duties, whether or not the State owns the vehicle;
(12) A vehicle operated by any county fire marshal, assistant fire marshal,
or emergency management coordinator in the performance of his duties,
regardless of whether or not the county owns the vehicle;
(13) A light required by the Federal Highway Administration;
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(14) A vehicle operated by atransplant coordinator who is an employee
of an organ procurement organization or agency when the transplant
coordinator is responding to acall to recover or transport human tissues or
organs for transplantation;
(15) A vehicle operated by an emergency medical service asan
emergency support vehicle; and
(16) A State emergency management vehicle.
(c) It is unlawful for any person to possess a blue light or to install, activate, or
operate a blue light in or on any vehiclein this State, except for a publicly owned vehicle
used for law enforcement purposes or any other vehicle when used by law enforcement
officersin the performance of their official duties. As used in this subsection, unless the
context requires otherwise, "blue light" means any forward facing blue light installed on a
vehicle after initial manufacture of the vehicle; or an operable blue light which:
(D Is not (i) being installed on, held in inventory for the purpose of
being installed on, or held in inventory for the purpose of sale for
installation on avehicle on which it may be lawfully operated or (ii)
installed on avehicle which is used solely for the purpose of demonstrating
the blue light for sale to law enforcement personnel;
(1a) Isdesigned for use by an emergency vehicle, or issimilar in
appearance to a blue light designed for use by an emergency vehicle; and
(2) Can be operated by use of the vehicle's battery, the vehicle's
electrical system, or adry cell battery.
(d) Repealed by Session Laws 1999249, s. 1.
(e)  Violation of subsection (a) or (c) of thissection isa Class 1 misdemeanor. (1943,
C. 726; 1947, c. 1032; 1953, c. 354; 1955, c. 528; 1957, c. 65, s. 11; 1959, c. 166, s. 2; C.
1170, s. 2; 1967, c. 651, s. 1; 1971, c. 1214; 1977,c. 52, s. 2; . 438, s. 2; 1979, c. 653, s.
1; c. 887; 1983, c. 32, s. 1; c. 768, s. 6; 1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 1027, s. 50; 1989, c.
537, s. 2; 1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), c. 1020, s. 2; 1991, c. 263, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, s. 361,
1994, EX. Sess,, €. 24, s. 14(c); 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 719, s. 1; 1995, c. 168, s. 1;
1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), €. 756, s. 16; 1999249, s. 1; 2005152, s. 1.)
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