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1015. Authorized emergency vehicles.

(a) The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency
call or when responding to, but not returning from, a fire alarm and a law enforcement
officer operating an authorized emergency vehicle in fresh pursuit of a suspected
violator of the law:

(1) may park or stand contrary to the provisions of this chapter;

(2) may proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as
may be necessary for safe operation;

(3) shall come to a full stop when approaching a school bus which is flashing red lights
and may proceed only when the flashing red lights are extinguished,;

(4) may exceed the maximum speed limits;

(5) may disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in specified
directions.

(b) The exemptions granted to an authorized emergency vehicle apply only when the
vehicle is making use of audible or visual signals meeting the requirements of this title.

(c) The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency
vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor shall such
provisions protect the driver from the consequences of his reckless disregard for the
safety of others.

(d) The operator of a school bus, upon the approach of an authorized emergency vehicle
as described in subsection (a) of this section, shall take action immediately to get school
children out of the public highway and to a safe place and shall thereafter extinguish the
flashing red lights.



Added 1971, No. 258 (Adj. Sess.), 8 3, eff. March 1, 1973; amended 1981, No. 97,
881, 2.

§ 1050. Operation on approach of law

enforcement and emergency vehicles.

(a) Upon the approach of a law enforcement vehicle which is sounding a siren or
displaying a blue or blue and white signal lamp, or both, or upon the approach of an
ambulance, fire apparatus, a vehicle operated by a volunteer firefighter, EMS
personnel, or a motor vehicle used in rescue operations as set forth in section 1252 of
this title which is sounding a siren or displaying a red signal lamp, or both, all other
vehicles shall pull to the right of the lane of traffic and come to a complete stop, until
the law enforcement or emergency vehicle has passed. However, an enforcement
officer who is present shall have full power to regulate traffic irrespective of the
foregoing provisions.

(b) The operator of a vehicle which is approaching a stationary law enforcement vehicle
which is displaying a blue or blue and white signal lamp, or of a vehicle which is
approaching a stationary ambulance, fire apparatus, a vehicle operated by a volunteer
firefighter, or a motor vehicle used in rescue operations as set forth in section 1252 of
this title which is displaying a red signal lamp, shall proceed with caution, and, if
traveling on a four-lane highway, and safety conditions permit, make a lane change.

(c) This section does not relieve the operator of an authorized law enforcement or
emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons
using the highway.

Added 1971, No. 258 (Adj. Sess.), 8 3, eff. March 1, 1973; amended 2001, No. 84
(Adj. Sess.), § 1.

§ 1122. Following fire

apparatus prohibited.



No operator of a motor vehicle, other than one on official business relating to the
suppression of fire or the handling of an emergency, shall follow any fire apparatus
traveling to an emergency closer than five hundred feet, or in a manner to interfere with
the suppression of a fire or the handling of the emergency, or so as to endanger the life
of any occupant of the fire apparatus, or thereafter park his vehicle so as to interfere with
the suppression of a fire or the handling of the emergency.

Added 1971, No. 258 (Adj. Sess.), § 3, eff. March 1, 1973.
§ 1252. Uses of sirens or colored lamps
or both.

(a) When satisfied as to the condition and use of the vehicle, the commissioner shall
issue and may revoke, for cause, permits for sirens or colored signal lamps in the
following manner:

(1) Sirens or blue or blue and white signal lamps, or a combination of these, for all law
enforcement vehicles, owned or leased by a law enforcement agency or a certified law
enforcement officer and if the applicant is a constable, the application shall be
accompanied by a certification by the town clerk that the applicant is the duly elected or
appointed constable and attesting that the town has not voted to limit the constable's
authority to engage in enforcement activities under 24 V.S.A. § 1936a.

(2) Sirens and red or red and white signal lamps for all ambulances, fire apparatus,
vehicles owned or leased by, or provided to volunteer firemen and voluntary rescue
squad members, including a vehicle owned by a volunteer's employer when the
volunteer has the written authorization of the employer to use the vehicle for emergency
fire or rescue activities and motor vehicles used solely in rescue operations.

(3) No vehicle may be authorized a permit for more than one of the combinations
described in subdivisions (1) and (2) of this subsection.
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(4) Notwithstanding subdivisions (1) and (2) of this subsection, no motor vehicle, other
than one owned by the applicant, shall be issued a permit until such time as the
commissioner can adequately record the information regarding both the owner of the
vehicle and the applicant for the permit.

(5) Upon application to the commissioner, the commissioner may issue a single permit
for all the vehicles owned or leased by the applicant.

(b) Amber signal lamps shall be used on road maintenance vehicles, service vehicles,
and wreckers and shall be used on all registered snow removal equipment when in use
removing snow on public highways and the amber lamps shall be mounted so as to be
visible from all sides of the motor vehicle. A vehicle equipped with an amber signal
lamp may not be issued a permit for the installation and use of a siren.

Amended 1967, No. 265 (Adj. Sess.), § 2; 1969, No. 259 (Adj. Sess.), § 11; 1985, No.
85, 8 7; 1987, No. 5; 1987, No. 241 (Adj. Sess.), 8 5; 1991, No. 128 (Adj. Sess.), § 1 eff.
April 10, 1992; 1995, No. 88 (Adj. Sess.), § 1; 2001, No. 106 (Adj. Sess.), § 2.



