
WVC 17 C- 9 - 5 

 
§17C-9-5. Operation of vehicles and streetcars on approach of authorized 
emergency vehicles. 

 
(a) Upon the immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle equipped with at least one 
flashing lighted lamp of a color authorized by section twenty-six, article fifteen of this chapter, 
which is visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of five hundred feet to the 
front of such vehicle other than a police vehicle when operated as an authorized emergency vehicle, 
and when the driver is giving audible signal by siren, exhaust whistle, or bell: 
(1) The driver of every other vehicle shall yield the right- of-way and shall immediately drive to a 
position parallel to, and as close as possible to, the right-hand edge or curb of the roadway clear of 
any intersection and shall stop and remain in such position until the authorized emergency vehicle 
has passed, except when otherwise directed by a police officer. 
(2) Upon the approach of an authorized emergency vehicle, as above stated, the motorman of every 
streetcar shall immediately stop such car clear of any intersection and keep it in such position until 
the authorized emergency vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a police officer. 
(b) This section shall not operate to relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the 
duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway. 
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WVC 17 C- 2 - 5 

 
§17C-2-5. Authorized emergency vehicles. 

 
(a) The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency call or when 
in the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law or when responding to but not upon 
returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the privileges set forth in this section, but subject to the 
conditions herein stated. 
(b) The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle may: 
(1) Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of this chapter; 
(2) Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as may be necessary 
for safe operation; 
(3) Exceed the speed limits so long as he does not endanger life or property; 
(4) Disregard regulations governing direction of movement of turning in specified directions. 
(c) The exemptions herein granted to an authorized emergency vehicle shall apply only when the 
driver of any said vehicle while in motion sounds audible signal by bell, siren, or exhaust whistle as 
may be reasonably necessary, and when the vehicle is equipped with at least one lighted flashing 
lamp as authorized by section twenty-six, article fifteen of this chapter which is visible under 
normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of five hundred feet to the front of such vehicle, 
except that an authorized emergency vehicle operated as a police vehicle need not be equipped with 
or display a warning light visible from in front of the vehicle. 
(d) The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from 
the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor shall such provisions protect the 
driver from the consequences of his reckless disregard for the safety of others. 
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WVC 17 C- 14 - 9 A 

 
§17C-14-9a. Approaching authorized emergency vehicles; penalties. 
(a) The driver of any vehicle approaching a stationary authorized emergency vehicle, when the 
authorized emergency vehicle is giving a signal by displaying alternately flashing red, red and 
white, blue, or red and blue lights or amber or yellow warning lights, shall: 
(1) Proceed with due caution, yield the right-of-way by making a lane change not adjacent to that of 
the authorized emergency vehicle, if possible with regard to safety and traffic conditions, if on a 
highway having at least four lanes with not less than two lanes proceeding in the same direction as 
the approaching vehicle and reduce speed to a safe level for road conditions; or 
(2) Proceed with due caution, reduce the speed of the vehicle, maintaining a safe speed not to 
exceed fifteen miles per hour on any nondivided highway or street and twenty-five miles per hour 
on any divided highway depending on road conditions, if changing lanes would be impossible or 
unsafe. 
(b) (l) Any person who violates any subsection of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or confined in the county or 
regional jail not more than sixty days, or both fined and imprisoned. 
(2) If violation of this section results in property damage in addition to any other penalty imposed, 
driving privileges of the persons causing the property damage shall be suspended for ninety days. 
(3) If violation of this section results in injury to another person in addition to any other penalty 
imposed, the driving privileges of the person causing the injury shall be suspended for six months. 
(4) If violation of this section results in the death of another person in addition to any other penalty 
imposed, the driving privileges of the person causing the death shall be suspended for two years. 
(5) Any person who violates any provision of this section and while doing so also violates section 
two, article five of this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall, in 
addition to the penalties set out in section two of said article and this section, be fined not less than 
one thousand dollars nor more than five thousand dollars, or confined in the county or regional jail 
for a period not more than six months, or both fined and imprisoned. 
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WVC 17 C- 1 - 6 

 
§17C-1-6. Authorized emergency vehicle.

 
"Authorized emergency vehicle" means vehicles of a fire department, duly chartered rescue squad, 
police department, ambulance service, state, county or municipal agency 
and such privately owned ambulances, tow trucks, wreckers, flag car services, vehicles providing 
road service to disabled vehicles, service vehicles of a public service corporation, postal service 
vehicles, snow removal equipment, Class A vehicles of firefighters, Class A vehicles of members 
of ambulance services, and Class A vehicles of members of duly chartered rescue squads, and all 
other emergency vehicles as are designated by the agency responsible for the operation and control 
of these persons or organizations. Class A vehicles are as defined by section one, article ten, 
chapter seventeen-a of this code. Agency authorization and emergency equipment are defined in 
section twenty-six, article fifteen, chapter seventeen-c of this code. Agencies responsible for issuing 
authorization for emergency vehicle permits may promulgate such regulations that are necessary 
for the issuance of permits for emergency vehicles. 
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WVC 17 C- 14 - 9 

 
§17C-14-9. Following authorized emergency vehicles; penalty. 
(a) The driver of any vehicle other than one on official business may not follow any authorized 
emergency vehicle traveling in response to a fire alarm or other emergency closer than five hundred 
feet or drive into or park such vehicle within the block where such authorized emergency vehicle 
has stopped in answer to a fire alarm or other emergency. 
(b) Any person violating the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars; upon a second conviction 
within one year thereafter, shall be fined not more than two hundred dollars; and upon a third or 
subsequent conviction, shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars. 
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WVC 17 E- 1 - 8 

 
§17E-1-8. Exemptions to the commercial driver's license requirements.

 
(a) Bona fide farmers or farm vehicle drivers, as defined, operating a vehicle otherwise covered by 
the commercial driver's license requirements may be exempted from the provisions of this article 
only if the vehicle used is: 
(1) Driven by a farmer or farm vehicle driver; 
(2) Used only to transport either agricultural products, farm machinery, farm supplies, to or from a 
farm; 
(3) Not used in the operation of a common or contract motor carrier; and 
(4) Used within one hundred fifty miles of the qualifying farm. Farmers who wish to be exempted 
from the commercial driver's license requirements must apply to the Division of Motor Vehicles for 
a certificate of exemption. 
(b) Military personnel, including the National Guard and Reserve, are exempt from the provisions 
of this article, only: 
(1) When in uniform; and 
(2) Operating equipment owned by the United States Department of Defense, except during 
declared emergencies or disaster situations; and 
(3) On duty; and 
(4) In possession of a valid classified military driver's license for the class of vehicle being driven. 
(c) Fire fighting and rescue equipment. Operators of vehicles authorized to hold an "authorized 
emergency vehicle permit" for use of red signal lights only are exempt from the provisions of this 
article while the "authorized emergency vehicle permit" is in force. Vehicles in this class include, 
but are not limited to, firefighters and rescue equipment: 
(1) Owned and operated by state, county and municipal fire departments; 
(2) Owned and operated by state, county and municipal civil defense organizations; 
(3) Owned and operated by a manufacturer engaged in a type of business that requires firefighter 
equipment to protect the safety of their plants and its employees; or 
(4) Owned and operated by volunteer fire departments. 
(d) Operators of off-road construction and mining equipment. Operators of equipment which, by its 
design, appearance and function, is not intended for use on a public road, including, without 
limitation, motorscrapers, backhoes, motorgraders, compactors, excavators, tractors, trenches and 
bulldozers, are exempt from the provisions of this article: Provided, That the exemption recognized 
by this subsection shall not be construed to permit the operation of such equipment on any public 
road except such operation as may be required for a crossing of such road: Provided, however, That 
no such equipment may be operated on a public road for a distance exceeding five hundred feet 
from the place where such equipment entered upon the public road. 
(e) The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Improvement Act of 1999 exempts vehicles used exclusively 
for personal use such as recreation vehicles and rental trucks used only to transport the driver's 
personal or household property. 
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WVC 17 C- 15 - 33 

 
§17C-15-33. Horns and warning devices. 

 
(a) Every motor vehicle when operated upon a highway shall be equipped with a horn in good 
working order and capable of emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of 
not less than two hundred feet, but no horn or other warning device shall emit an unreasonably loud 
or harsh sound or a whistle. The driver of a motor vehicle shall when reasonably necessary to 
insure safe operation give audible warning with his horn but shall not otherwise use such horn 
when upon a highway. 
(b) No vehicle shall be equipped with nor shall any person use upon a vehicle any siren, whistle, or 
bell, except as otherwise permitted in this section. 
(c) It is permissible but not required that any commercial vehicle be equipped with a theft alarm 
signal device which is so arranged that it cannot be used by the driver as an ordinary warning signal. 
Any authorized emergency vehicle may be equipped with a siren, whistle, or bell, capable of 
emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of not less than five hundred feet 
and of a type approved by the department, but such siren shall not be used except when such 
vehicle is operated in response to an emergency or in the immediate pursuit of an actual or 
suspected violator of the law, in which said latter events the driver of such vehicle shall sound said 
siren when reasonably necessary to warn pedestrians and other drivers of the approach thereof. 
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WVC 17 C- 3 - 10 

 
§17C-3-10. Interference with official traffic-control devices by infrared or 
electronic devices.

 
(a) The possession or use of a mobile infrared transmitter (MIRT), or any type of infrared or 
electronic device capable of changing a traffic control signal, by anyone other than the operator of 
an authorized emergency vehicle, is prohibited. 
(b) Any person violating the provisions of subsection (a) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor 
and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or confined in the 
county or regional jail not more than three days, or both; and upon a second conviction thereof, 
shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars or confined in the county or regional jail not more 
than six days, or both; and upon a third or subsequent conviction thereof, shall be fined not less 
than five hundred dollars nor more than two thousand five hundred dollars or confined in a county 
or regional jail one year, or both. 
(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, any person convicted of a 
violation of subsection (a) of this section which results in physical injury to another shall be guilty 
of a felony and, upon conviction, shall be imprisoned in a state correctional facility for not less than 
one nor more than three years or fined not more than five thousand dollars, or both. 
(d) The provisions of this section shall not apply to any device which simply makes a vehicle 
visible or its presence known to a sensor which triggers the changing of a traffic light after the 
vehicle operator has complied with the traffic signal indication. 
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