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1.  PURPOSE
The purpose of this Standard is to provide a guideline for the operation of fire department vehicles while responding to and returning from emergencies. Due to the hazards associated with emergency driving, fire companies should never attempt to reduce response time by increasing speed or by practicing unsafe driving. Each member is expected to know, understand and operate according to this procedure as each situation arises.

Personally owned vehicles, with the exception of the fire chief’s vehicle, are not emergency vehicles and bear no special privilege while being driven by a member of the fire department to the fire station, or to the scene of an emergency.  No portion of this standard applies to personally owned and operated vehicles.

2.  RESPONSIBILITY
It shall be the responsibility of each vehicle driver and officer to know, understand and use this Standard as it applies to the situation at hand. Each member should apply good judgment in the use of this Standard.

3.  PROCEDURE
Driver Training:  Only members that have completed the department drivers safety course or equivalent and have been checked off on driving skills and demonstrated the ability to operate said equipment will be certified to operate departmental vehicles.

4.  SCOPE
This Standard shall apply to all members responding to any type of fire department emergency call.

5.  ENFORCEMENT
The driver of each vehicle bears full responsibility for adherence to this Standard. Authority to deviate from this Standard rests solely with the Company Officer or crew leader on the vehicle.

6.  EXITING THE STATION
a. Before moving the vehicle the driver shall ensure that all members are seated with seatbelts fastened and ready to proceed. 

b. The driver shall also ensure that all doors and equipment on the vehicle are properly secured before moving the vehicle.  

c. Upon leaving the station, the driver shall be aware of, and apply due caution for, apparatus leaving at the same time. 

d. Upon leaving the station, the driver shall be aware of, and apply due caution for, other members arriving at the fire station in response to the alarm. 

e. On leaving the station, the driver shall gently apply the brakes to assure their operation before entering the street.

7.  WARNING DEVICES
a. Emergency lights and audible warning devices shall only be used to respond to a reported emergency. (Dispatch information indicates that the incident poses a valid threat to life and/or property that justifies the risk of an emergency response).  Discretion may be applied by the Company Officer or crew leader.

b. An emergency response of a fire vehicle (using lights and sirens) in Roseville shall be known as a “Code Red” response.

c. A non-emergency response of a fire vehicle (not using lights and sirens) in Roseville shall be known as a “Code Yellow” response.

d. After a secondary size-up of a situation, the IC may instruct Dispatch to continue one or more companies to assist on the scene.  The IC shall designate “Code Red” or “Code Yellow” response for companies.  If the IC does not designate a response mode, companies shall respond “Code Red”.  If there is any doubt, the responding company officer may ask the IC how they would like the vehicle to respond. 

e. While operating fire department vehicles “Code Red” or “Code Yellow” all drivers shall adhere to all Minnesota Statutes.

8.  TWO OR MORE EMERGENCY VEHICLES
When two or more emergency vehicles are responding to the same emergency together, drivers shall maintain a distance of not less than 500 feet between vehicles.

9.  TWO OR MORE EMERGENCY VEHICLES APPROACHING AN INTERSECTION

When two or more responding emergency vehicles are approaching the same intersection from different directions, the company officers for each vehicle shall make radio contact and coordinate which vehicle has the right-of-way.  Radio contact may not always be possible (i.e. the other emergency vehicle is an ambulance, state trooper, or sheriff’s deputy) .  If radio contact cannot be made, the operator of the fire department vehicle shall come to a complete stop at the intersection and yield the right-of way.  If both vehicles stop, the right-of-way shall be determined as if the intersection were a four-way stop.

10.  DRIVER ATTENTION
The driver shall focus full attention on the safe operation of the vehicle. The sole responsibility of the driver during an emergency response is to drive in a safe manner by keeping both hands on the steering wheel and driving with due regard for the public's safety. The driver should not operate the radio, lights, sirens, air horns, etc. These shall be the responsibility of the Company Officer or crew leader. Drivers of command vehicles, who are in the front seat by themselves, are exempt from this requirement.

11. NON-EMERGENCY DRIVING:

When the vehicle is being operated in a non-emergency situation, extreme care should continue to be exercised. When clearances under, over or through obstacles are in question, the officer in charge must be prepared to help the driver determine safe passage.

12. BACKING VEHICLES

Whenever any piece of apparatus is being backed up, there shall be at ALL times a firefighter at the rear of the vehicle. This firefighter is to be in the drivers view at all times and shall assist the driver to ensure safe backing operations.

13. VEHICLE ACCIDENTS

a. 
All accidents involving fire department vehicles will be reported to dispatch immediately. 

b. 
Apparatus involved will cancel their response

c. 
Apparatus officer will assure that the following are notified:



1. Roseville Police

2. Ramsey County sheriff or Minnesota State patrol to investigate & write accident report.

3. Fire Department Chief or Assistant Chief

d.
 Do not discuss the accident with anyone other than police and fire representatives. 

e.
 Do not move your vehicle.

f. 
Gather names, address, and phone numbers of accident witnesses.

14. VEHICLE ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION 

a. 
All personnel involved in the vehicle accident will submit written account of the accident

b. 
Drivers of vehicles involved in any accident will be subject to drug and alcohol testing per city policy. 

c. 
A formal accident investigation will be preformed by the Fire Chief, and Assistant Chief.  

