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Scott Beecher

• President - Ward Diesel


• Best Practice #9


• VCOS


• Lavender Ribbon Report Chair


• Horseheads NY


• Metropolitan Chiefs - Gold 
Sponsor


• Key sponsor - VCOS 
Symposiums



Past Fire Chief Brian McQueen

• Best Practice #1


• Board Member - NVFC


• Co-Chair / Joint Cancer 
Committee


• Whitesboro Volunteer Fire 
Department, Inc.



Assistant Fire Chief Robert Logan

• Best Practice #2 and #6


• VCOS


• Spring Fire Department, TX


• Certified paramedic


• BS in Fire Science from Columbia 
Southern University. 


• Graduate of the Texas A&M Mays 
Business School Fire Service Chief 
Executive Officer program


• Fire Officer IV and Master Fire Instructor. 


• Pursuing a Masters in Emergency 
Services Management.



Battalion Chief Seth Barker

• Best Practice #3 and #5


• VCOS


• Battalion Chief


• Big Sky Fire Department, MT


• Logistical Coordinator/
FirefighterCloseCalls.com


• Vice-Chair - Cancer Alliance

http://FirefighterCloseCalls.com


Fire Chief Juan Bonilla

• Best Practice #6 and #8


• NVFC


• Donnelly Rural Fire Protection 
District, ID


• U.S. Navy as a petty officer 
3rd Class


• Valley County Emergency 
Manager


• EMR/EMT&AEMT since 1997. 



Fire Chief Jeff Cash

• Best Practice #7


• NVFC


• Cherryville Fire Department, NC / 38 years


•  Degree in Fire Protection Technology.  


• Past President/NC State Firefighters Assn


• Recognitions: Cherryville FD Firefighter of 
the Year, Western NC Association Fire 
Officer of the Year, NCSFA Firefighter of 
the Year, NC Association of Fire Chief’s 
Career Chief of the Year, NC Society of 
Fire & Rescue Instructors, Instructor of the 
Year, the IAFC-VCOS-John M/ Buckman 
III Leadership Award, and the NVFC-
James Monihan Leadership Award.  



Fire Chief Reed Bullock

• Best Practice #10 and #11 

• VCOS 

• Piperton Fire Department, TN / 
1997 

• Full-time Chief in 2007. 
• Single father of a wonderful 

son, Tristan. 
• Avid outdoors man, enjoy 

hunting, fishing, hiking, and 
horseback riding 

• Work with various rodeos and 
Rodeo Queen Associations



Actions Reduce Carcinogen 
Exposure

• Keep your mask on. 
• Remove contaminated gear as soon as 

possible. 
• Clean on the scene. 
• Clean your neck, face, arms and groin 

thoroughly after each fire. 
• Shower, scrub and change into a clean 

uniform/clothes.
• Regularly launder turnout gear and 

wash hood at least weekly



https://firefightercancersupport.org/resources/library/



Is Cancer A 
Death Sentence?

Early 
Detection 
Survival 

Key



Why does 
one 

firefighter 
contract 

cancer and 
another  

does not?



HOT ZONE

COLD ZONE

WARM ZONE



Family Impact
• Exposing yourself 

unnecessarily to 
carcinogens places your 
family well being at 
significant risk.


• It is not just about you!


• How cancer affects your 
family?


• Be a HERO - for your 
family!



General Objectives
• Fire Chiefs/Officers are aware of their duty and 

responsibility in reducing exposure to carcinogens.

• Fire Chiefs/Officer understand their duty to enforce policy 

and procedures.

• Fire Chiefs/Officer know their policy and procedures 

related to reducing risk to carcinogens.

• Firefighters understand the increased risk from exposure 

to smoke and other chemicals.

• Firefighters understand the importance of healthily life 

habits.

• Firefighters accept responsibility for operating within the 

policy and procedures established by their fire department



POSITIVE
PERSONAL

PROBABLE

POSSIBLE

CULTURE CHANGE



https://www.facebook.com/
ncfirefightercancer/videos/
329598980943281/  

Introductory Video - several 
firefighters tell their story 
about cancer.

https://www.facebook.com/ncfirefightercancer/videos/329598980943281/
https://www.facebook.com/ncfirefightercancer/videos/329598980943281/
https://www.facebook.com/ncfirefightercancer/videos/329598980943281/


BEST PRACTICE 1
• Full personal 

protective equipment 
(PPE) must be worn 
throughout the entire 
incident, including a 
self-contained 
breathing apparatus 
(SCBA) during 
salvage and 
overhaul.

https://youtu.be/BFbk0gaM1C4 

https://youtu.be/BFbk0gaM1C4


BEST PRACTICE 2

• A second hood should be provided to all entry-
certified personnel in the department.



BEST PRACTICE 3
• Following exit from the 

immediately 
dangerous to life or 
health (IDLH) and while 
still on air, you should 
begin immediate gross 
decontamination 
(decon) of PPE using 
soapy water and a 
brush if weather 
conditions allow. 
(cont.)



BEST PRACTICE 3
• PPE should then be 

placed into a sealed 
plastic bag and placed 
in an exterior 
compartment of the rig, 
or if responding in 
personally owned 
vehicle (POVs), placed 
in a large storage tote, 
thus keeping the off-
gassing PPE away from 
passengers and self.



BEST PRACTICE 3
https://youtu.be/
01FcNkbQ4JM 


https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?
v=01FcNkbQ4JM 

https://youtu.be/01FcNkbQ4JM
https://youtu.be/01FcNkbQ4JM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01FcNkbQ4JM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01FcNkbQ4JM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01FcNkbQ4JM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01FcNkbQ4JM


HOT ZONE

COLD ZONE

WARM ZONE



BEST PRACTICE 4
• After completion of gross 

decon procedures as 
discussed above and while 
still on scene, the exposed 
areas of the body (neck, face, 
arms and hands) should be 
wiped off immediately using 
wipes, which must be carried 
on all apparatus. Use the 
wipes to remove as much 
soot as possible from head, 
neck, jaw, throat, underarms 
and hands immediately.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01FcNkbQ4JM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01FcNkbQ4JM


GET THAT HOOD OFF NOW!

Hoods are dangerous 
purveyors of carcinogens!



BEST PRACTICE 5
• Change your clothes 

and wash them after 
exposure to 
products of 
combustion or other 
contaminants. Do 
this as soon as 
possible or isolate in 
a trash bag until 
washing is available.



BEST PRACTICE 6
• Shower as soon as 

possible after being 
exposed to 
products of 
combustion or 
other 
contaminants. 
“Shower within the 
hour.”



BEST PRACTICE 7
• PPE especially turnout pants, 

must be prohibited in areas 
outside the apparatus floor (i.e. 
kitchen, sleeping areas, etc.) 
and never in the household.



Back at the station



BEST PRACTICE 8
• Wipes, or soap and 

water, should also be 
used to 
decontaminate and 
clean apparatus seats, 
SCBA and interior 
crew area regularly, 
especially after 
incidents where 
personnel were 
exposed to products 
of combustion.



BEST PRACTICE 9
• Get an 

annual 
physical, as 
early 
detection is 
the key to 
survival.



BEST PRACTICE 10
• Tobacco products of any 

variety, including dip and 
e-cigarettes, should 
never be used at any 
time on or off duty.



BEST PRACTICE 11
• Fully document 

ALL fire or 
chemical 
exposures an 
incident reports 
and personal 
exposure 
reports.



ZERO TOLERANCE 
Policy Deviation

Positive Discipline

Collaboration
Communications

Attitude
Enforcement



https://youtu.be/
nF_C3bO8WZ0 

https://youtu.be/nF_C3bO8WZ0
https://youtu.be/nF_C3bO8WZ0


THE 
END


