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DATE:   September 3, 1992  

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE


REVISED: Oct. 9, 1998


CATEGORY:    Safety                                                           S.O.P. NUMBER: SAF-008
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1-1

Emergency Driving of Fire Service Vehicles

1.1

General

It is the policy of the members of the Meriden Fire Department to drive and operate fire service vehicles in a safe manner at all times.  Our driving and operation of said vehicles shall never be allowed to place at risk human life, limb, or property.  It shall be the duty of all Officers and Members of the department to remain ever vigilant in the pursuit of this goal.  It is furthermore our policy to follow CT State Statutes and Department of Motor Vehicle Regulations at all times in regard to the operation of city owned vehicles.  If there is ever a doubt in any driving situation concerning the safety of the public and/or our members, we shall act with prudence and opt for the safest action.

1.2

Emergency Operation of Emergency Vehicles

Emergency vehicles for the purpose of this policy are:

Fire Pumpers

Ladder trucks

Cars - 1, 2, 3, 9

Section 14-283 of the General Statutes of the State of Connecticut define the rights and restrictions of emergency vehicles.  This statute is a part of this policy.  Copies have been sent to all units along with General Order #2 of 1991.

1.3

Alarm Response Modes

There shall be only two alarm response modes.

(a)
CODE RED Potential life threatening emergencies

(b)
CODE GREEN All other non-life threatening alarms

CODE RED responses require the use of visual and audible emergency warning devices.  Remember...the statutes require that even during emergency responses you do ..”not endanger life or property by so doing”, and (d) “The provisions of this section shall not relieve the operator of an emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons and property.”

CODE GREEN responses require that NO visual or audible warning devises be used.   Emergency warning lights, sirens, and air horns shall not be used except during CODE RED responses.
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1.4
The following assignments shall be responded to Code Red - Lights and Sirens:

1.
Fires in building, vehicles and other fires that threaten life and or property.

2.
Life threatening EMS calls, rescue calls, MVA’s with injuries, extrication.

3.
Hazardous material incidents that pose an immediate threat to life or the environment.


4.
Other emergencies as dictated by alarm information received.

5.
Natural gas leaks.

1.5
The following assignments shall be responded to Code Green - with traffic - no lights and sirens.

1.
Outside fires that do not threaten life or real property. ie: illegal burning, trash barrel fires, rubbish, brush, etc.

2.
Water leaks in buildings.

3.
Elevator rescue - no EMS

4.
Service calls, animal rescue

5.
Repetitive alarms-same shift or adjacent shift-same location

6.
Wires down no arcing

7.
Investigations of odors, complaints, barrels, drums, containers, etc.

8.
CO Alarms - no EMS

The determination for choice of response mode must be based on information received from Fire Alarm thru the caller, however,  it is up to the fire officer to make the decision based on such information.  Dispatchers shall ascertain the information necessary to support the fire officers choice of response mode.

The first arriving officer shall order all other responding companies to reduce code red responses to code green based on their size up of the alarm location as soon as possible.  Factors such as method of alarm, original alarm information, backup information, size and type of occupancy and repeat alarms all should be evaluated when reducing alarm modes.  The terms “nothing showing” or 21 investigating and reduction of response will be situational given the above factors.  Alarm response shall be upgraded if the first arriving officer determines the need for such.

Company officers and Assistant Chiefs shall also modify both alarm assignment and response modes based on information received from building occupants through Fire Alarm.  Fire Alarm shall validate such information as possible, ie: an occupant states the fire alarm has been sounding for a period of time/no smoke or sign of fire, workers working on alarm or building systems, repetitive alarms, others as necessary.

The above is a framework for response modes and sound judgment based on caller information.

